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HE Author hopes he ſpall not be thought 

to intrude on the clerical office, by the fal- 
lowing publication. His view. was, to furniſh 
the children of the Sunday-ſchool, in the pariſh ; 
vhere be reſides, with a few plain practical 
leſſons; for them to read over in 4 winter's 

evening: but by no means to divert their at- 
tention fi. om the better inſtructions they receive 
from the pulpit. And, though this work was 
deſigned principally for one pariſh, be flatter. 
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SERMON I. 
1 Epiſtle of St. Jonn, 4th verſe. 
1 have no greater joy than 10 bear that. my 
children walk in truth. 


B God: and to © walk in truth“ ſignifies to 
lire according to that word; to make the holy 
ſcripture the rule of our lives and actions. So, 
o*walk with God,” is the ſame as to obey God, 
or to keep his commandments: to walk 
wrichtly,” is to live honeſtly :—to © walk in 
ore,“ is to live in brotherly love one with ano- 


tier, and to do all the good we can by acts of 
ore and kindneſs ; — to © walk in Chriſt, or 
"in the light,“ is to follow Chriſt, or to govern 


vr lives and conduct by the light of his goſpel; 
w imitate his example, and to obey his laws. 
and furely there can be no greater joy to pa- 
tents, and to all who have the care of children, 


han to ſee them (as the text expreſſes it) 


"alk in truth” to find, that the pains be- 
lowed upon them have not been beſtowed in 


Tan; but that they have made a right uſe of 


bk inſtructions they have receiyed, by leading 


virtuous 


Y „ Truth” is here meant the word of 
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virtuous and good lives. This, my des jarents 
children, is the end and deſign of our takinl tuctor 
you into this ſchool; to train you up in th edge ar 
way of godlineſs, which is the way of happi member 
neſs; truſting in the bleſſing of God on ou good we 
endeavours, that you may walk therein a" the 1 


the days of your life, and that as yo good th 
grow in age you may © grow in grace.” Ml” o 
Our firſt object was, to prevent your doin ow led 
evil; our next is, to teach you to do well "ant 
Ignorance and idleneſs are the never: fallin des; 
ſources of wickedneſs and miſery.* Ignoranc ell, bu 
of religion, and of our duty, is the worſt ſor bod eve 
of Ignorance ; and idleneſs on the Lord's da protectic 
is the worſt ſort of idleneſs. The deſign Maud hea 
letting up theſe ſchools was to prevent or re led to 
move thoſe dreadful evils, by inſtructing yo make 
in religious knowledge, and by keeping yo four pat 
well employed on the day ſet apart for reli ends z. 
gious exerciſes. We ſaw, with great concer Y maki 
a number of children in this pariſh, loiterin eceryed 
about on Sundays, inſtead of going to churc iruction 
and doing their duty; — ſome playing —othe lire, f. 
talking idly, or worſe than idly. We no” have 
ſee them decent and orderly; reading the e our 3 
bibles, and other good books; and atten dini pleat 
at church regularly twice a day. Thoſe wh ne gur 
ONCE knew nothing of God and their dut Wing N01 
now know both, by being inſtructed in tft anc 
holy ſcriptures, which alone will © make the ad we f 
wiſe unto ſalvation.” What an happ Tan, O 
Mdeayor 


change! How pleaſing muſt it be to yt 
| | | | parents 


+47 


jarents ! and how arts be ſo to us your in- 
iructors, to ſee you thus walk in the know- 
edge and practice of religious truth. But re- 
nember that this is only the beginning of a 
good work. You are now but juſt ſetting out 
n the way wherein you ſhould go. It is a 
good thing to begin well: but the great matter 
s, to go on ſo; to continue improving in 
knowledge, and goodneſs ;—to be diligent and 
onſtant in the performance of your ſeveral 
duties; — not only to ſpend the Sadbbath-day - 
ell, but to ſpend every day well ;—to pray to 
God every day of your lives for his help and 
protection, and to thank him moſt humbly. 
ad heartily for his bleflings already vouch- 
Red to you to be always well employed ;— 

o make yourſelves as uſeful as you can to 
four parents, and all your other relations and 

ends ;— and to ſhew your gratitude to us, 
by making a good uſe of the benefits you have 
received from us in this place of religious in- 
ruction. This is the return we expect and 
(ſire, for the time, and money, and labour, 
ie have beſtowed upon you; and great wall 
e our joy and comfort if we receive it. We 
re pleated indeed with thinking that we have 
lone our duty, by putting you in the way of 
wng yours : but it will be a ſad diſappoint- 
nent and grief to us, if you fail on your part, 
nd we find that we have. been labouring '1 in 
nin. Our aim is to make you happy: your 
ndeavour muſt, be to make yourlelves ſo; 
B 2 as 
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as you certainly may, if you will. 


declares, that © to whom much is given, o 


them ſhall much be. required.” The more 
has been done for you, the more you muſt do 


for yourſelves: the more good ſeed has been 
ſown in your hearts, the more good fruit you 
muſt bring forth in your lives and converſa- 


tions. And great will be your reward, both in 


this life and the next, for fo doing: in this 
world, you will have peace of mind and a goo 
conſcience, the beſt of all earthly bleſſings ; 
and in the world to come, joy and happineſs 
for ever and ever.—-To help you forward in 
the way of ſalvation (beſides our conſtant 
prayers to God, and the regular. inſtructions in 
the ſchool), I have drawn up ſome ſhort and 
eaſy leſſons, in the form of ſermons, for you 
reading at home; and that they may anſwe 


the good end propoſed by them, I muſt beg 


ou to look them over very carefully, and 
think of them often. And above all, I charge 
you to pray earneſtly to Almighty God, that 
he will give you underſtanding to know, an 
grace to perform, your duty; that he wil 
keep you ſtedfaſt and unmoveable in the trut 
of the goſpel; that ſo both you and we may 
REJOICE EVERMORE IN THE LORD. 
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Conſider 
often and ſeriouſly the great advantages you 
enjoy, and remember what our bleſſed Saviour 
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them out: and when you have found them, 
to walk in thoſe ways all the days of your life. 
Conſult your bible, and there you will find 
the true anſwer—Solomon will ſhew you this 
moſt © excellent way.“ Y . 

In the 13th verſe of the chapter from which 
my text is taken, you will read theſe words: 
Happy is the man that findeth wispom, and 
the man that getteth UNDERSTANDING.” 
Now if you want to know what is meant by 
viſdom and underſtanding, look again into your 
bible, Job xxviti. 28. and there you will find, 
that © the fear of the Lord, that is wiſdom; 
ud to depart from evil, is underſtanding :” 
þ that wiſdom, in ſcripture language, ſignities 
religion, or godlineſs. And of this it is that 
Solomon ſpeaks, when he ſays, Her ways are 
ways of pleaſantneſs — and, © all the things 
thou canſt defire are not to be compared 
unto her,” St. Paul in like manner aſſures 
us, that © godlineſs is profitable unto all things: 
that is, it has every real advantage attending it; 
having the promiſe of the life that now is,” 
as well as © of that which is to come.” Now 
one of the good things of this life is pleaſure ; 
'tis what we all deſire and ſeek after; but what 
| 3 - many 


% 


— Ep. 
many miſs of, becauſe they look for it where it 
is not to be found. It is indeed to be found 
only in the way of godlineſs, or in a life of re- 


ligion and virtue. This the ſcripture declares 
in the plaineſt manner, and this I hope to con- 
vince you of in the following diſcourſe. . I will 
ſhew you, firſt, that religion gives us the greateſt 
of all pleaſures, which nothing elſe can give; 
and, ſecondly, that it heightens every other 
p:eafure: fo that its ways may moſt properly and 
truly be called the ways OF PLEASANTNESS, 


There is an old ſaying, and a very true one, 


that © a good conſcience is a continual feaſt.” 


The meaning of it is, that a fenſe or con- 


ſciouſneſs of doing our duty, or of leading a 
good and religious life, gives conſtant pleaſure 
to the mind, which is the ' greateſt of all 
feaſts. 


few minutes in the day. But food to the mind 
is laſting: a good conſcience is a continua! 
pleaſure; that never ceaſes, and never cloys. 
The mind is always at work, and giving us 
either pleaſure or pain, 'according as we do 


well or ill. Conſcience is a voice within us, 


that will be heard, whether we will or no. It 


will accuſe us, and give us bitter pain and uneaſi- 
neſs, when we neglect or tranſgreſs our duty; 


and it will commend us, and give us great plea- 
ſure and comfort, when we do right. We may 
Aly from other people; but we cannot fly from 
_ ourſelves; we cannot fly from our own hearts; 
vor from God, who is every where preſent, who 
| 1 ſearcheth 


Food to the body is pleafant ; but that 
is a ſhort pleaſure, and to be had only for a 


71 


fearche 
ſecret. 
warda 
into th 
ſorrow 
and ſi 
God 1 
all thi 
us no 


God.“ 


have v 


our he 
live a 
aſſurec 
draw 
fdenc 
ed by 
And, 
it not 
minds 
are in 
oiver « 
may 2 
and P 
and © 
the Þ 
in * 
Wich 
ſure 
that 1 
life, — 
feel is 


who | 


ſearcheth our hearts, who knoweth all our moſt 
ſecret thoughts and deſigns, as well as our out- 
ward actions. It is he that pours joy and comfort 
into the heart that is pure and holy, and bitter 
ſorrow and anguiſh into that which is impure 


and ſinful: © For if our heart condemn us, 


God is greater than our heart, and knoweth 


ll things. Beloved, if our heart condemn , 
us not, then have. we confidence towards 


God.” Take notice of theſe words, —“ then 


have we confidence towards God:“ that is, if 


our hearts aſſure us that we.do our duty, and 


Ive as we ought to do, then we may be 


aſſured of God's love and favour ;—we may 
draw near to him in prayer with humble con- 
fdence; we may be certain of being reward- 
ed by him both in this world and the next. 
And, let me aſk you, Is not this pleaſure ? is 


it not the greateſt vf all pleaſures, to feel our 


minds eaſy and happy, and to know that we 


are in favour with God, who is the author and 
giver of all goodneſs! And it is a pleaſure we 
may all have, if we will ;—high and low, rich. 
and poor, all are alike capable of being good, 


and conſequently of being happy. —Next to 
the pleaſure of a good conſcience, and being 
in fayour with God, is that of being in favour 
wich worthy and good men: and this plea- 


lure you are ſure to have by the ſame means; 
that is, by leading a religious and virtuous 


lite, — Another pleaſure that I think you. muſt 
feel is, that of making a proper return to us, 


vo have taken pains to bring you into theſe 
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good ways. You muſt furely be pleaſed by 


giving us. pleaſure; which you may all do by 
behaving as you ought, .and continuing ſteady 


in the performance of your duty. We can | 


have no greater joy than to fee and hear of our 
children © walking in truth..) 
I might mention other pleaſures in life, of 


a leſſer fort and value; all which (ſuch, I mean, | 


as are innocent) religion allows and approves 
'of; and which without religion are indeed of 
no value, and can give us no true comfort and 
ſatisfaction. A diſtempered mind, like a 
diſtempered body, makes us incapable of every 
enjoyment, What pleafure can the beſt food: 


give to a ſick ſtomach ? What joy can a per- 


fon in pain receive from the moſt agreeable 
diverſion? Much leſs can an uneaſy mind (as 
every bad perſon's is) feel any pleaſure or 
comfort from any, or all, of what are called 
the pleaſures of life. But a good conſcience 
gives a reliſh to every good thing beſides; — 


it enlivens every amuſement ;—it cauſes a cheer- 


ful countenance as well as a merry heart. 

I ſhall only make one obſervation at preſent 
upon what has been diſcourſed to you, which 
I wiſh to impreſs deeply on your minds. How 

ood and kind is God, to make our dury and 
pleaſure thus go hand in hand! ſo that by fol- 
lowing the one we are ſure to obtain the other, 


To make the ſame road the © way of pleaſant- 


neſs” in this life, and the way that leads to 
thoſe © pleaſures which are at his right -hand 
for eyermore”. in the life to come. 
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STREMON HE 
Her ways are ways of pleaſantneſs.- 


THAT ſtrange and falſe notions do ſome I 


people entertain of religion !—as if it 
has a dull and melancholy thing; an enemy to 
a pleaſure and cheerfulneſs: whereas it is in 


ruth the great friend and promoter of both. -_ 
Is © ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, ſayͤs 


Solomon: and the Pſalmiſt tells us, that © the 
ice of joy and gladneſs is in the dwellings 
of the righteous”— that © the ſtatutes of 


the Lord rejoice the © heart” - that God's 


law is his delight.“ So again in the New 
Teſtament :—© His commandments are not 
gevous“ “ The fruit of the Spirit is joy“ 
— Rejoice in the Lord alway,” ſays St. Paul; 


"2nd again I ſay, Rejoice” And in another 


face, © Rejoice. evermore .“. 
In my laſt diſcourſe I ſhewed you the plea- 
lures of religion in general. We will now 
confider the ſeveral branches of it in particu- 
ar; as it is divided into our duty towards God, 
dur neighbour, and ourſelves :* and we: ſhall 
ind, that its ways are, in every one of theſe, 
"ways of pleaſantneſs; and that a good life 1s, 
u every reſpect, a joyful and an happy one. 
To begin with our duty towards God. — 
Now if we truly and ſincerely believe in God; 
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if we think of him as we ought; if we look up 
to him as our Maker, Preſerver, and Re- 


deemer; as the Author and Giver of all good 
things; as our heavenly Father, in whom 


« we live, move, and have our being ;” as 
ce the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the 


Father of mercies, and the God of all com- 


fort:!“ what pleaſure, what joy, muſt we 


feel in ſuch thoughts and reflections! — Again: 
if we love him with all our hearts, and put 
our whole truſt in him; if we expreſs our 


love, and truſt, and thankfulneſs to him, in 
prayer and praiſe; if we worſhip him, and 


ive him thanks, both in private and public: 
what delight and comfort muſt we receive from 
thus diſcharging our duty towards him ! How 


pleafantly, as well as profitably, is our time 


thus employed! On the Lord's day more 


particularly, what an honour and pleaſure is it 
to enter his courts, and join our prayers and 
thankſgivings in the congregation of the faith- 
ful! *I was glad,” ſays David, “when they 
{aid unto me, Let us go into the houſe of 


the Lord:”—And ſurely every ſincere Chriſ- 
tian muſt ſay and think the ſame; and “ call 
the Sabbath a delight,” —a day of true plea- 
ſure, as well as of religious exerciſe and im- 


provernent. — The laſt, but moſt material, part 


of our duty towards God is, © to ſerve him 
truly all the days of our life.” And what 
a pleaſure muſt it be to ſerve ſo good and 
gracious a Maſter ! to think that he will kindly 


accept our poor and imperfect ſervices; and 


to 
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to be aſſured, that he will reward them with 
peace of mind in this world, and with joy 
and happineſs unſpeakable in that which is 
to come. . ; 

Next to the love of God comes the love of 
our neighbour ; which includes our whole 
duty towards him: for ſo we are told by St. 
Paul, that “ he that loveth another hath ful- 
filled the lay;“ and that © it is briefly com- 
prehended in this ſaying, Thou ſhalt love thy 

neighbour as thyſelf.” The meaning is, 
that love, if hearty and ſincere, will ſhew it- 
{lf in our lives and actions, and put us, upon 
doing every kind and good office in our power; 
upon diſcharging all the relative and ſocial du- 
ties of life. It will make us good parents and 
children, good neighbours, and good friends. 
t will keep us continually well employed, and 
endeavouring to make» one another happy. 
And is not this, think you, the way of plea- 
fantneſs ? a way that you would all wiſh to 
walk in? And let me tell you, for your com- 
fort, that it is a way open to every body: 
od and young, rich and poor, all may do their 
duty, all may be uſeful in life, all may do ſome 
good; and therefore all may be happy. Other 
pleaſures are ſhort and uncertain; hard to come 
at, and often attended with pain and diſappoint- 
ment: but the pleaſure of doing good is ſure 
and laſting; eaſy to be procured, and will 
never diſappoint us. Fo inſtruct the ignorant, 
to aſſiſt the helpleſs, to comfort the afflicted, , 

to encourage one another to love and to good 

e BS. works ; 
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works; theſe are duties we may all perform, ¶ and de 


theſe are pleaſures we may all partake of. you hz 
_ Laſtly, the duties that more immediately re- MW laws ar 
ſpect ourſelves; ſuch as, ſoberneſs, temperance, ¶ whoſe © 
and chaſtity ; diligence and induſtry, Theſe WW light :” 
are all productive of pleaſure and comfort. fervant: 
To be ſober, temperate, and chaſte, is the, MW them te 
only way to be healthy; and health gives plea- n the li 
ſure, To be active and induſtrious, while it ¶ ths liv: 
makes the body ſtrong and vigorous, makes 
the mind cheerful and pleaſant. The food 
we eat has a double reliſh, if earned by our own 
labour, and © the ſleep of the labouring man is 
fweet.” Even our play and diverſions re- 
quire induſtry. in working to make us enjoy 
them; 1 mean, when they are uſed as a relief 
from toil and buſineſs, and not made our chief Wicmbe 
buſineſs and employment. In ſhort, there is MI 1ou7s, 
no way of paſſing our lives comfortably, of Hearse 
enjoying health of body and peace of mind, but Wl 0 ples 


by doing our duty in that ſtate of life to which 


<« it has pleaſed God to call us.” You, my O 
good children, have a great advantage in be- to 
ing thus early brought into the ways of reli-Nerious 
gion and virtue; in being ſo ſoon taught your Him as 
duty, and ſo frequently and earneſtly exhorted Munſtant 
to practiſe. it. You are but juſt entering into {ſud actio 
life: you have much time before you: make ſition to | 
the moſt of it: and if you continue, as you falt rey 
have begun, in the right way, happy will it Ne pious 
be for you both in this world and the next. res, « 
The farther you advance in the knowledge 4 4 
orks of 


and practiee of your duty, the more n 


as 040 90 liens US wer 2 3 
a * RR , 


nd delightful you will | figd it. Remain : 


you have a good and gracious God, whoſe I 


laws are not grievous; and a merciful Saviour, 
whoſe © yoke is eaſy,” and whoſe © burthen is 
light :” who will fafely guide all his faithful 
fervants through this life; and will at laſt 50 
them to manſions of eternal joy and happineſs 
in the life to come. God grant we may al 
thus live and die 1 in the Lord! 


SERMON IV. 
ECCLES. Xil. 1. 


end now thy- Creator in the. days of thy 
youth, while the evil days come not, nor the. 
jears draw nigh, when thou ey ay, 7 have 
o pleaſure in them. 


I O © remember our ber bond 
to think of him; to meditate on his 
gorious nature and perfetions; to conſider 
im as always preſent with us, and as the 
uſtant witneſs of all our thoughts, words, 
ad actions. Thus Moſes ſays, in his exhor- 8 
on to the Iſraelites, Deut. viii. 18. Thou 
uit remember the Lord thy God.” And 
be pious Pſalmiſt, to the ſame purpoſe, de- 
ares, c have ſet the Lord always before 
e. And again: © I will remember the 
s of the Lord,” And in — 
cc 
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HAVE KEPT THY LAW.“ 
preſſion leads me to obſerve, that to remem- 
ber God, in the text and elſewhere, ſignifies, 
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r T have remembered thy name; O Lord; and or r. 


Which laſt ex- 


not barely to think of him, but to remember 
him practically; that is, ſo to think of him as 
to ſerve and obey him: For © the mercy of 


the Lord” (as David ſays in the ciiid Pſalm). 


<« is upon them that fear him; to ſuch as keep 
his covenant, and to thoſe that REMEMBER. 
HTS COMMANDMENTS TO DO THEM.“ 1 


But to proceed with my text. You are 


told to remember God now ; for the preſent 


is the only time you are ſure of: Now is the | 


accepted time, Now is the day of falvation.” 
You are therefore to remember him“ zm, in 


the days of your youth :” for now you are 


moſt able to do it ; now, in the time of your 
health and vigour, will your ſervices be moſt 


acceptable to God; now will they be the ſureſt 


evidence of your love and reverence towards 


him, and of your ſincere and hearty deſire to 


pleaſe him; now, too, they will be moſt uſe- 
ful and profitable to yourſelves. By an early. 
piety and obedience, you will make the diſ- 
charge of your duty eaſy and familiar to you, 
and lay a ſure foundation of future comfort 
and happineſs. By ſetting out at firſt “ in the 
way wherein you ſhould go, you will be 
better able, and diſpoſed, by God's grace, to 
continue in it all the days of your life; and as 
you advance in years, to increaſe in virtue and 
godlineſs. You will find the ways of wiſdom, 
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or religion, to be © ways of pleaſantneſs, as 
well as of peace. 
of the Author and Giver of all good things, 
you , will have a double enjoyment of the 
bleſſings of life: and by a firm truft in his 


mercy and goodneſs, you will bear the evils 


of it with patience and reſignation ; © knowing 
that all things work together for good to 
them that love and obey him.“ Theſe are 
the great advantages of remembering and 
ſerving God in your youth ; * while the evil 
days come not, nor the years draw nigh, 
when thou ſhalt ſay, I have no pleaſure in 
them :”—that is, before the approach of 
old age; which is in itſelf evil and burden- 
ſme, but becomes far more grievous and 
terrible when loaded with the remembrance of 
paſt ſins, and embittered with the dreadful 
proſpect of death and judgment to come; 
when many pains and infirmities will naturalh 


attend us, and when there can be no pleaſure 


or comfort but in a good conſcience and the 
recollection of a well-fpent life. They who 
have been forgetful of God, and negligent of 
their duty, in "their younger days (ſuppoſing 
they ſhould hve to. be old, and have a due 


ſenſe of their wickedneſs), will at beſt paſs the 


decline of life in continual ſhame and ſorrow. 
But ſhould they be cut off in the midſt of their 
evil courſes, or live till they are hardened in 
ſin, think only how dreadful muſt be the con- 
ſequence. In the grave there is no room for 
repentance or amendment: they that die in 


their 


By a grateful remembrance 
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their ſins will infallibly riſe to condemnation 


and eternal miſery. And as to a death-bed 


repentance, beſides the extreme folly and pre- 
ſumption of truſting to what may never hap- 
Pen, I ſee no good grounds in ſcripture 15 
ſuppoſing it will be accepted, ſo as to be 
available to ſalvation. The gracious promiſes 


of the goſpel are made to thoſe that lead good 
and holy lives, not to dying penitents. It is 
« by patient continuance in well- doing (that 
is, by a conſtant and perſevering courſe of 


good actions and good living), that we are 


taught to ſeek for, and aſſured that we ſhall 
obtain, © eternal lite.” Now the ſooner we 
enter on ſuch a courſe, the eaſier we ſhall find 
it, and the greater progreſs we ſhall make in 
it. On our firſt ſetting out in life, much, if 
not every thing, depends. Habits early con- 


tracted, whether good or bad, generally ac- 
company us through life. 


« cording to his deeds.” The ſooner there- 
fore we begin to work in his ſervice, the 
greater will be our reward in heaven. Let us 
then loſe no time ; when, if well employed, 
it will turn to ſo good account. You, my 
good children, have been early trained up in 


the knowledge of God and of your duty. Be 


it your care and ſtudy to make the beſt-uſe of 


theſe great privileges and benefits. Let the 


remembrance of your Creator be ever in your 

minds ; let the fear and love of him be deeply 

impreſſed in your hearts; and let it be pre 
= _ 


| Beſides, we are | 
told, that God will © reward every man ac- 
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ameſt and conſtant endeavour to ſerve and 
pleaſe him all the days of your life. - Wor- 


hip the Lord with holy worſhip: — pray to 


tim daily for his grace and protection; praiſe 
tim daily for his goodneſs and mercies. Re- 


nember that God is gracious, and will not 
forget your works done in obedience to his 
commands. © Be ye,” therefore, © ſtedfaſt, 
nmoveable, always abounding in the work of 


the Lord; foraſmuch as ye know that your 
kbour is not in vain in the Lord.“ He 
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SERMON V. 


1 Tazss. v. 17. 
Pray without ceaſing. 


ation in the ſpirit “* in every thing by pray- 


= and ſupplication, with thankſgiving, to jet 


dur requeſts be made known unto God:“ 


ad our bleſſed Saviour, we are told, © ſpake . 


i parable” unto his diſciples, © to this end, 
hat men ought always to pray, and not to 


lint,” But we are not to ſuppoſe, by any of 


teſe expreſſions, that either Chriſt, or his apoſ- 


le, meant that we ſhould be always actually 


employed in prayer; nor even that the greateſt 
EE N part 


* 


E have many exhortations to this pur 
| poſe in St. Paul's epiſtles—to © continue? 
n prayer to cc continue inſtant in prayer” IE: 
—* praying always with all prayer and ſuppli- 
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hend, implies theſe three things. 


C 


part of our time ſhould be devoted to ir, 


For this would be inconſiſtent with the com- 
mon buſineſs and duties of life; which our 


holy religion requires us to attend to care- 


fully, and to diſcharge with diligence and 


induſtry. What is the true meaning and in- 


tent of theſe, and the like, precepts, and par- 
ticularly of that in the text, I ſhall endeavour 
to ſhew. you in the following diſcourſe. .' 
Now to © pray without ceaſing,” I appre- 
Firſt, that 
we ſhould be regular and conſtant in our 


times and ſeaſons of praying: ſecondly, that 
we ſhould be earneſt, and in ſome degree 


importunate, in it: and laſtly, that we ſhould 
be always in a fit habit and diſpoſition for 
it.— Order and regularity are neceſſary upon 
all occaſions. No buſineſs can be done well, no 


duty can be properly performed, without them. 
And ſo it is in regard to prayer. If we have 
not ſtated and regular times for praying, we 


ſhall neglect, or forget it; and at laſt perhaps 
entirely lay it aſide. 


he prayed conſtantly “three times a day.“ 


Iwice a day, my good: children, you ſhould 


never fail offering up your prayers to God: 


in the morning, to thank him for preſerving 


you through the night paſt, and to beg his 
bleſſing for the enſuing day; and in the even- 
ing, to bleſs him for the mercies of the day, 
and to implore his protection for the. fon 
892 | ing 


« Evening, and mor- 
ning, and at noon, will I pray,” ſays the pious 
pfalmiſt. And of Daniel it is recorded, that 
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EL 
ing night. But on every Sunday, « or Lord's 
day, a much larger portion of your time 
ſhould be employed in prayer and devotion. 
The Almighty has eee allowed you ſix 


days out of ſeven to work, and provide for 
the good things of this life. The ſeventh day 
he has conſecrated for his worſhip and ſervice. 
Remember that it is your bounden duty, as well 
s your intereſt, to ſet it apart for that purpoſe. 
Never fail, I charge you, to go to church twice 
z day: and always bear in mind the end of 
your going thither ; namely, to worſhip God, 
and to be inſtructed in your duty. You 
ſhould alſo ſpend ſome part of the day in read- 
ing good books at home, and thinking of what 
yon "have heard at church. A Sunday well 
employed will moſt likely infure you an happy 
week, — Another particular implied in the text 
i that we ſhould be earneſt, and in ſome ſort 
importunate, in our prayers. Not that you 
ſhould aim at any high flights or raptures 
of devotion (which is too often the caſe with 
hypocrites, and bad people) but the meaning 
is, that you ſhould keep your minds intent 
on what you are about ; that you ſhould pray 
with your. hearts, as well as with your lips. 
And if you are thus attentive and ſincere, 
vou will naturally feel ſome degree of warmth 
and earneſtneſs in your addreſſes to the throne 
of grace. At leaſt, you will not © faint,” as 
our Saviour expreſſes it; that is, you will 
not be cold and indifferent in your prayers: 
But, on the other hand, I muſt caution you 
| againſt 
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againſt one fault, which is very common among 
children, and among ſome grown people; and 
that is, againſt ſpeaking with too loud a voice 
when you ſay your prayers. For this anſwers 


* 


no good purpoſe. It rather hinders, than pro- 
motes, your own devotion; and it diſturbs that 


of others. Obſerve, I beg of you, the excel- 


. lent direction given you in your common 


prayer book, to accompany the miniſter with 
« an humble or low © voice,” in ſuch parts of 


the ſervice as you are to repeat after him: 


and the ſame rule I would adviſe you to follow 


when you pray in private. 


Laſtly ; tho' we are not required to be | 
_ always praying, yet we are required to be 


always in a fit habit and diſpoſition for it. 
By which I mean, that we ſhould endeavour 


to preſerve a devout frame and temper of 
mind, and to live under a continual ſenſe of 


| God's infinite power and goodneſs, and of our 
tire dependence on him, and obligations to | 


him. Without ſuch a diſpoſition, our prayers 
are mere empty words; a mockery of God, 
inſtead of an acceptable ſervice to him. Above 
all, we muſt be careful to lead an holy and virtu- 


ous life, remembering what the wiſe man tells 


us, that © the ſacrifice of the wicked is an abo- 


mination to the Lord: but the prayer of the 


upright is his delight.” And to the fame 
purpoſe we read in the New Teſtament, that 
« God heareth not ſinners: but if any man be 
a worſhipper of God, and doth his will, HIM 


HE HEARETH, ' : ; | 
| SERMON 
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SERMON VL 

Col oss. i. 1 5—latter part. | 
Aud be Je thankful. 


HERE. i is no ſurer ſign of a good and 
well- diſpoſed heart ak thankfulneſs, 
or gratitude, On the other hand, nothing 
ſhews a. baſe and depraved one more than 
the want of thankfulneſs, or ingratitude. Ir 
was a common ſaying among the Romans, 
and a very true one; © Call a man ungrate- 
ful, and you call him every thing that 1s bad.” 
And one of the wiſeſt writers among them 
obſerves, that © there is no bad quality but 
what dwells in the breaſt of the ungrateful.” 
In ſcripture we find ingratitude make a-part. 
of the very worſt of characters. Thus St. 
Paul, ſpeaking of the antient heathen world, 
' ſays, that © when they knew Gad, they glo- 

tied him not as God, neither were thankful.” 
And in another epiſtle, foretelling the exceeds 
ng great wickedneſs of © the laſt days,” among 
other inſtances of it, he ſays, that * men ſhall 
be untbankful.” 

As Almighty God is the uber and giver of 
all good things, of all that we enjoy here, or 
hope for hereafter; ſo he is, or ought to be, 
the firſt object of our gratitude. © Unto 
THEE, O Gor, do we give thanks: yea, 


unto THEE do we give thanks.” To him 
it is, that we are commanded in the text ta 


« be n. ” and to him we are directed, 


throughout 


en wy 


EC 4a} 

throughout the bible, to offer up. our tribute 
of praiſe and thankſgiving. Be ye thankful,” 
is the voice of nature, and the voice of God, 
The book of pſalms is one continued leſſon, 
as well as example, of this duty. The pious | 
effuſions of a. grateful heart ſhine there in 
the moſt ſublime and animated language. 
From thence we may learn that thankſgiving 
is a moſt material and eſſential part of de- 
votion; and that, in all our addreſſes to the 
throne of grace, we ſhould add praiſe to pray- 
er. So we read of Daniel, a bright pattern 
of piety and holineſs, that © he kneeled upon 
his knees three times a day, and prayed, and 
gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime;” 


that is, as it had been his conſtant practice. 


So again, we read in the Acts of the Apoſtles, 
that the firſt Chriſtians not only “ continued 
ſtedfaſtly in the apoſtles' doctrine, and in 


prayers; but that they were © daily with 


one accord in the temple, and breaking bread 
from houſe to houſe, praiſing God. If we look 


into the epiſtles of St. Paul, we ſhall find him, 
like David, full of gratitude and thankſgiving; 
and continually exhorting others to follow 


his example. Thus he charges the Epheſians, 


to be „ giving thanks always for all things 


unto God and the Father, in the name of our , 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” And to the Theſſaloni- 


ans he ſays, © In every thing give thanks; 


for this is the will of God in Chriſt Jeſus con- 
cerning you.” And again to the Hebrews, 
« By him therefore let us offer the ſacrifice of 
| L | ; praiſe ; 


n A 


= £ 9 De 
praiſe to. God continually.” For the due 
performance of this duty, I can give you no 
inſtructions ſo good as what you may meet 
with in your common prayer book. Look 
into that admirable form, called © the gene- 
ral thankſgiving,” and there you will find for 
what, and-in what manner, you are to thank 
the father of all mercies.” You are to 
thank him, moſt humbly and heartily, for all 
his goodneſs and lovirſg-kindneſs, both to you 
and to all men; for your © creation, preſerva- 
tion, and all the bleſſings of this life,” all 
which proceed from his bounty and goodneſs. 
But © above all” you are to thank him for 
his amazing and © ineſtimable love in the 
redemption of the world by our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt,” the foundation of our pardon and 
falvation; “ for the means of grace” here, and 
© for the hope of glory” hereafter, procured 
us by his merits and mediation. And, ſince 
we can diſcharge no part of our duty, nor con- 
{quently pay our debt of gratitude to God, 
as we ought, without the aſſiſtance of his Holy 
Spirit; you muſt therefore beſeech him to give 
you © ſuch a due ſenſe of all his mercies, that 
your hearts may be unfeignedly thankful ; and 
that you may ſhew forth his praiſe, not only with 
your lips, but in your lives.“ Hence you are 
to learn, that without a ſincere and thankful 
heart, and a good and holy life, all our praiſes 
and thankſgivings are of no value in the ſight of 
God; they are mere empty words; nay worſe, 
ey are vile hypocriſy. And becauſe it is only 
5 : a ſteady, 
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1H a ſteady, conſtant, uniform, and lafting obe. 
* dience, that can ſhew the ſincerity of our 


- thankfulneſs, or make our praiſes acceptable 
unto: God; you muſt pray that, by the help 
of his grace, you may © give up yourſelves” 
zntirely © to his ſervice, and 'walk before him 
in holineſs and righteouſneſs a!! your | days.” 
If therefore you would fulfil the precept in the 
text, let a grateful ſenſe of God's love and 
kindneſs dwell in your hearts continually. Let 
your lips ſpeak the language of your hearts, 
And above all, let your lives be anſwerable 


of praiſe and thankſgiving to him, in whom 
1 you © live, move, and have your being.” 
| You muſt alſo remember to be thankful to 
man, as well as to God; firſt to your parents, 
whoſe love and care of you you ſhould. endea- 
vour to repay, as well as you can, by every act of 
dutiful attention; helping and ſupporting thoſe 
in their old age, who have nurſed and taken 
care of you in your infancy and youth. You 
ſhould be thankful likewiſe to your friends and 
benefactors; particularly to thoſe who have 
watched over you in your tender years, and 
1 inſtructed you in the moſt uſeful of all Know- 
* ledge, that of the holy ſcriptures ; © which alone 
F can make you wiſe unto, ſalvation, thro' faith 


that you will make a good uſe of our inſtruc- 
tions. We have trained you up. © in the way 
3 wherein you ſhould go.” . Be it your care, by 
1m the grace of God, © never to depart from it.” 


SERMON 


to both. Let them be one continued ſacrifice 


in Chriſt Jefus.” All The return we defire is, 
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ben ye pray, Joy Our Father, which art in 


Heaven. | 


Y deſign from theſe wad is, not to 
explain to you the Lord's prayer; 


particular view to the Lord's Prayer, as being 


he other hand, barely to /ay one's prayers, is 
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tat is ſo well done already in the catechiſm, - 
ud the book of ſections, that I think it need- 
& to add any thing upon the ſubje&t. But 
what I mean is, to fhew you what it is to pray, 
ud bozo to pray as you ought : and this with a 


the beſt of all prayers, and what we are taught . 
conſtantly to uſe, whenever we addreſs Gd. 
either in private or public. You may think = 

perhaps that to pray, and to ſay your Prayers, 

s one and the ſame thing; and that if you 
hy them every morning and evening at home, 
ud on Sundays when you go to church, yo 
have done all that is required of you.“ But 
tis, my dear children, is a great miſtake ; _ 
bor to pray, is an act of the mind or heart, and 
may be done without opening our lips. On 


the work of the mouth; and if it does not come 
tom the heart, is of no ſort of uſe whatever, 
tor can it properly be called praying. Inſtead 
a doing our duty to God in this reſpect, it 
8 an affront. and inſult offered him, if we 
pray wich our lips, and not with our hearts: 


a 


They ſhould indeed both go together; and be h 
when we lift up our minds to heaven, it is na- ed 
tunral, and it is right, that we ſhould expreſs our Ls 
thoughts and deſires in ſuitable words. For MW God 
ſo our Saviour directs us —“ WHEN YE PRay, Ml to o. 
sa,“ and then follows that excellent form ſervic 
of words, which he has graciouſly taught us, et 10 
wherein to offer up our devotions properly 
and acceptably, at all times and on all occa- 
ſions. But how ſhould this prayer be ſaid? 
Surely with more than ordinary care and de- 
Hberation. Whereas the way in which it is 
commonly repeated is, I am ſorry to obſerve, 
more haſty, and careleſs, and ſlovenly, than 
that of ſaying any other prayer whatever; 
without ſo much as the appearance of devo- 
tion, or even of attention. It is more like 
thechattering of parrots, than like a religious 
act of a rational creature. I do not ſpeak of 
you children in particular; but of the too 
general way of ſaying the Lord's prayer by 
people of every age, both in church and out. 
It is hurried over ſhamefully, as if it were 
a thing of courſe, a matter of mere form, 
not worth attending to. And J am ſure it 
never can be attended to in that manner of 
ſaying it. It certainly is not praying: it 18 
rather a falſe ſhow, or an abuſe of prayer, 
a moving of the lips, without any motion 
of the heart. It is no better than a mock- 
-ery of God, to whom the prayer is addreſſed; 
and an inſult on our Saviour, who taught 
us the uſe of it. And Can you expect x 
| . 


4 4 "2 2 4 
Cath „„ ͤ ee ee et eee ets ts teria — — —U—ÿꝓ Ü. — —— 


WW 9 
vo... r , "TY 
L * 7 
i 4% 0 * _ y x * 
0 18 : , — 
ö * « ' Ro 
N 4 
* WEE) 
3 
„ 


be heard, or that your petitions will be grant- 
ed, when offered up in ſo negligent and 
thoughtleſs a way? © Be not deceived: 
God is not to be mocked.” He has a right 
to our utmoſt reverence and reſpect; to the 
ſervice of our hearts and fouls; to our warm-, 
eſt love and adoration. He will not be put 
off with Jip-ſervice, or with vain pretences of 


praying. Let me only aſk you one queſs 
tion, Suppoſing you had 4 favour to beg 
of any of 45; would you ſpeak to us in that 
haſty, careleſs way, in which you ſay the 
Lord's prayer? Would not you rather ſneak. 
lowly, handſomely, and reſpectfully ?. You 
mebt ſo to do, and you certainly would do 
ſo, if you expected to have your requeſts 
granted. And would you treat God Almighty 
with leſs reſpect than you do one of your 
fellow creatures? Conſider, I intreat you, 
when you ſay the Lord's prayer, or any other, 
who it is you are ſpeaking to. It is to your 
great Creator, the, Lord of heaven and earth, 
n whom you © live, move, and have your 
being?“ on whom you intirely depend for 
lie, and ſupport, and every thing; to the 
bod, who © heareth prayer: who. hears, and 
regards the ſincere and devout - petitions of 
his faithful ſervants ; but no other. Conſider 
alſo the ſubjef? of your prayers: It is to pray 
to him for all you want; to thank him for 
al you have; to beg his bleſſing on you, 
both in this life, and in that which is to 
come. For His © is the kingdom, and the 
5 - C2 power, 
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power, and the glory, for ever and ever.“ | 
And if you thus ſeriouſly conſider, .zwho you 
are praying to, and what you are praying 


for, you cannot ſurely be at a loſs, how to 
pray. You muſt ſee the propriety, and abſo- 
lute neceſſity, of praying with cloſe attention, 
and humble reverence and devotion; and of 


ſaying your prayers ſlowly, clearly, and de- 
liberately. Never mind what others do; never 


follow bad examples. They will be no excuſe 
to you. 


God. It is not the length of a prayer, but 


the devotion and ſincerity of heart, with 
which it is put up, that he regards. Bet- 
ter ſay five words with your underſtanding ' 


and attention, than ten thouſand without. 
Even a /ilent prayer from the heart is better 


than the longeſt or fineſt compoſition, that 


proceeds only from the mourb. The Lord's 
prayer itſelf is in fact no prayer to him who 
uſes it improperly, or indecently. 

_ To conclude. V | 
great duty of /ove, is equally applicable to that 
My little children, let us not 
pray in word, neither in tongue, only ; © but 
in deed, and in truth.“ And that we may 


fo pray, let us remember at all times, and 
in all places, that we are addreſſing ourſelves | 
to God, who is every where preſent; on earth, 
as well as in heaven; and who has declared, 
that © them that honour him, he will honour ; 
and that they that deſpiſe him, ſhall be lightly 

eſteemed. 


| By your own act, by your own pray- 
ing, you will ſtand, or fall, in the ſight of 
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eſteemed.” Let us therefore give unto the 
Lord the glory due unto his name: let us 

n the Lord with VOY: Rs Pot 


8 E R M O N III. 
Exopus xx. 8. 
| Remember the Sabbath-day, to keep - it bob. 


HRE appointment of the abbath is as 
T old as the creation; or rather, it im- 
mediately followed it. For ſo we read, in the 
2d chapter of Geneſis; that as ſoon as © the 
heavens and the earth were finiſhed,” God 
© blefſed the ſeventh day, and ſariified it. 

The word, © ſabbath,” you are to obſerve, 

aße ret. And to. © /an#ify,” or hal- 
bw,” is to make Holy; or to devote any thing 


© an holy uſe or purpoſe. So that the fab- 


bath, you ſee; is to be-obſerved both as a 
day of reſt, and of worſhip.” The very name 
plies the one; and the command, to kee 
it holy, expreſsly requires the other, That 
ve may obſerve it as we ought, let us in- 
quire what is to be done, and what is to be 
left undone, on that ſacred day. | 
In general, it is to be devoted to the ſer- 
vice of Almighty God; to be employed in his 
worſnip, both in public and private. Our 
private devotions - indeed - ſhould never be 
vinitted on any day; our public ones are 
C 3 8 required 
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required only on Sunday. We ſhould then 


go to church regularly twice a day; to pray 
to God, to praife and thank him for all his 
goodneſs; to hear his holy word; and to be 
inſtructed in our duty. Beſides this, we ſhould 
ſpend ſome part of the day in ſerious thought 


and meditation; in reading the bible, and 


other religious books. We ſhould conſider 


with ourſelves how we have employed the 


week paſt; and if we recollect any faults we 
have committed, repent, and reſolve to avoid 
the like in future. We ſhould alſe take every 


| opportunity Of inſtructing the ignorant, and | 
thoſe that are younger than -ourſelves, inthe 


principles and duties of religion. All offices 
of kindneſs and charity, ſuch as- viſiting the 
ſick, relieving the needy, and comforting 


the afflicted, are particularly ſeaſonable on the 
Lord's day. By performing thoſe duties we 


may be faid, in a double ſenſe, to keep it 
holy. But we muſt abſtain from all labour 


and working, (except works of neceſſity and 


Charity) in order to keep it as a day of reſt: 
and from all play and diverſions, in order to 
keep it as a day of holineſs. From ſin and 


wickedneſs of all forts we are indeed to re- | 


frain every day alike, Yet ſurely on this 
facred day ſin may be ſaid to be © exceed- 
ing,” or doubly © ſinful ;” as it is a proſtitu- 
tion of the ſabbath, as well as an offence 
againſt the other laws of God. Drunkenneſs, 
for inſtance, is at all times a vice moſt ſhame- 
ful and abominable, On a Sunday it has = 
N . 
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it of profaneneſs added to” it. A Sunday 
— idly, is generally ſpent wickedly, If 
not kept Holy, it is commonly made more 
z1boly than any other day of the week. And 
the reaſon is plain. Idleneſs naturally leads. 
to vice and folly. He that is not well em- 
ployed, will be ill employed. When work 
is laid aſide, and religious exerciſes neglected, 
time will not barely be loſt, but abuſed : and 
the ſin. of omiſſin will be followed by ſins of 
cmmiſſion. Many that have ended their lives 
at the gallows have declared, that chey began 
their wicked courſes by ſpending the Lord's. 
day idly and profanely. What was intended. 
for their good, has become, by their abuſe 
of it, an oceaſion of their falling into ſin.and:- 
| deſtruction. _ | nn 5 
How good and gracious. is God in: all-his: 
diſpenſations to man! His laws and com- 
mandments are not only * holy and juſt,” 
but wiſely and mercifully deſigned for our 
benefit and happineſs. This, in particular, 
of obſerving the ſabbath is evidently calcu- 
lated for the eaſe and, relief both of man 
and beaſt; as well as for our improvement 
in religious knowledge and practice. It is, 
if rightly underſtood, a delightful, as well as 
a profitable. inſtitution. If our minds are 
well diſpoſed, we ſhall take pleaſure in every 
return of the Lord's day: we ſhall “enter 
into his courts with praiſe, and ſerve him 
vit joy and gladneſs.“ We ſhall conſider 
las the beginning of a good week to us; 
4 CE | | a8 
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as infuring God's blefling upon our "TR 


and undertakings for the other ſix days heart 
And we ſhall alſo look upon it (as we arq will : 
directed to do in St. Paul's epiftle to thꝗ pals 
Hebrews) as a pledge or earneſt of our u may 


fure © reſt” in heaven; of that eternal ſabbath, 


Remember“ therefore © the ſabbath-day, 
to keep it holy.” When you have left this 
| ſchool, recolle& often how you paſſed it du- 
ring your attendance here, and let it be an 
example for you to follow ever after. Never 
fail going to church: not asa matter of cuſ- 
tom, or form, or decency; but as it is your 
bounden duty, and your higheſt intereſt ſo $ 
to do. Go thither, not to look about you, 
or to talk with your neighbours 3 ; but to Wor- 6 
ſhip God. Look only at your books: converſe Ml ti 
only with your Maker. Be clean and decent Wi bei! 
in your dreſs; but think ne farther about it. are 
A pure heart, an humble and devout ſpirit, I ko. 
is the only ornament that God requires, and WM bid 
| delights in.—Many of you, I obſerve it with {MW you 
Pleaſure, are fond of pſalm- ſinging, and ſing MW ma. 
well. By all means let me encourage you Bl pci 
in it. It is a delightful, it is an heavenly, MW of 
entertainment; as well as a material part ot WW cor 
Public worſhip. Tr is good at all times: on WM i511 


Sundays it is peculiarly ſo, Idle tattling and C 
Soſſiping is always bad: on Sundays! in parti- Jo. 
cular. But in an hour or two's friendly con- // 


verſati ion, after the duty of the day is over, be 


there is no er ſhall conclude with my thi 
| heart) fin 


& f dot * 8 — h 
N Not =O * " * * 7 n 
* ow : N p 


© 8 


= 
1 $M 
Fa 


— 5 ow b * 
%, * . 
l * 
- 5 g a 
( : 33 . : | 
- Ls 


hearty prayers to God (in which J hope you 
vill all join me) that he will diſpoſe you ſo to 
paſs this, and ævery day of your lives, that you 
may £ apply your hearts unto wiſdom.” , 
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SERMON IX. 
Exodus xx. 13. 


Thou ſhalt net kill-- 

IR, as we read it in the prayer-book, 
« Thou ſhalt do no murder: A crime 

ſv heinous, ſo horrid, ſo truly diabolical, that 
nature ſhudders at the very thought of it. But 
belides the actual commiſſion of murder, there 
are many by which you may be guilty, 
though in à leſſer degree, of the fin here for- 


bidden. Without taking away a man's life, 
you may injure him in his character; you 


may hurt his health; you may deſtroy his 
peace of mind; you may by your ill treatment 
of him ſhorten his days, or make them un- 
comfortable. And every offence of this kind 
ic in fact a breach of the ſixth commandment. 


© Whoſoever hateth his brother,” ſays St. 


John, © is a murderer.” As © love is the 


filfiling of the law,“ hatred; of courfe, muſt 


% 


be the tranſgreſing of it; and particularly of 


this part of the law which forbids murder. All 
ln takes its riſe from the heart: © Out of the 


8 & mean.” 


E 


heart, ſays our Saviour, © procee d nen 


ok: So that if you bear malice or 
atred in your heart, you are in the ſcripture 
ſenſe guilty of murder. And it is, plainly 
with a view to this commandment I am ſpeak. 
ing of, that the catechiſm tells you, in the ac- 


count of your duty towards your neighbour, 


that you muſt © bear no malice nor hatred in 


your heart.“ But indeed hatred ſeldom ſtops 


there; it generally proceeds to bad words and 
bad actions, which are great aggravations of 
the guilt of a bad heart. Accordingly, the 


catechiſm tells you, © to hurt nobody by word 


or deed.” But you may think, perhaps, 
that mere words can hurt nobody ; and that if 


you refrain from injurious actions, you may 


give a vent to your paſſion in ſaying what you 


| pleaſe. Look into the 5th chapter of St. 
Matthew, and you will find a very different 


account of the matter. Ye have heard,” 


fays our Saviour, © that it was ſaid by them of 


old time, Thou ſhalt not kill; and whoſo- 
ever ſhall kill, ſhall be in danger of the 
Judgment :” that is, the Jews conſidered 
only the ſtrict letter of the law, and taught 
that actual murder would expoſe a man to 
puniſhment. © But I fay unto you,” fays 
Chriſt, * that whoſoever is angry with his 


brother without a caufe, ſhall be in danger 


of the judgment; but whoſoever ſhall fay, 
Thou fool, ſhall be in danger of hell-fire:“ 


A plain proof, that by words, as well as actions, 


we may break the commandment, and be 
| | puniſhed 


07 35 * 


mniſhed for it everlaſtingly. God Rearehbrls 
bur hearts; and “ there is not a word in our 
tengues, but thou, O Lord, knoweſt it al- 
together, and wilt . moſt affuredly: call us to 
account for it at the day of qudgment. 


There is one way in which the ſixth com- 


mandment is too .often . broken, which you 
may little think of, but which deſerves your 
moſt ſerious conſideration; I mean, by the 
bad behaviour of undutiful chi 


their parents. This is ſometimes, i in the ſtrict. 


and literal ſenſe, committing murder. How- 
many, „ alas! have by. this means had their 
lives ſhortened, . as well as made miſerable, - 
To take away the life of thoſe who, under 


God, gave us life, is ſurely a ſin of the deepeſt - 


dye; the moſt horrid ſpecies of murder. And. 
believe me, every wicked and undutiful child 


is in ſome. degree guilty of it. To break a2 


parent's heart, is not only killing, but tortu- 


ling; and in any way to give ſorrow or un- 
eaſineſs to thoſe, whom it ſhould be our ſtudy 


to make eaſy. and happy, is a double offence - 
againſt God, .as. being a breach both of the 
fifth and ſixth commandment. . 


To conclude: Every wicked perſon; of ; 


whatever age or ſtation he may be, is in ſome 
ſort a murderer; as he diſturbs the peace of 


ſociety, and leads others into fin... In this 


reſpect he is truly a follower of the devil, Who 


s ſaid to have been “a murderer from the | 


deginning ;” inaſmuch as he brought ſin and 
deach into the world, and ſtill continues to 
| C.6. _ deſtroy. 
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© deſtroy che ſouls of men by his temptations.— 
But © be ye followers of God, as dear chil- 


» 


dren :” Keeping his commandments, - and 
walking in love; after the example of your 
bleſſed Maſter, who came into the world, not 
to deftroy men's lives, but to ſave them.“ 
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Thou ſhalt not flea!. 


TI ESIDES the groſſer acts of theft or 


robbery, there are many leſſer forts of 

the ſame fin forbidden by this commandinent : 
ſuch as, fraud, or cheating, of every kind; 
neglecting to pay debts; taking advantage of 
other men's neceſſities; impoſing on their 1g- 
norance in matters of trade, or bargains ; un- 
faithfuineſs to one's truſt ; and, in ſhort, what- 
ever is contrary to ſtrift honeſty and juſtice, 
and to that excellent” rule of doing as one 

- Wouid be done by. And here it is neceſſary 


to caution young people in particular againſt 


; 3 : £5 . 8 ; 
the firſt beginnings of this fin : againſt doing 
wrong in ſmaller matters; againſt pilfering, or 


cheating, in things of wiring leſt (as is 
gend ally che caſe) they g 


on from bad to 
worſc, and become at laſt hardened in wicked- 
neſs. For in this, as in all other fins, few 

= 6 people 
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people bez With the higheſt N ao few _ 
ſtop at the loweſt. One naturally leads to ano- 
ther, and ſo draws them on by degrees to 
death and deſtruction. Bad habits are ſeidom, 
if ever, got rid of; and none perhaps grows 
upon a man more than that of thieving, or 
diſhoneſty. He ſoon loſes his character; no- 
body will truſt or employ him: he knows not 
how to get a hvelihood by fair means, and ſo 
has recourſe to the worſt ; and moſt likely ends 
a miſerable life in priſon, or at the gallows. ; 
Or ſhould he eſcape puniſhment in ti world 
(which 1s. very ſeldom- the caſe), he is ie to | 
meet with 4t, in everlaſting miſery, in the 
world to come: for we are expreſsly told, that 
© thieves ſhall not inherit the kingdom of 
| God;” and that “ the Lord is the avenger of 

all fuch as go, beyond and defraud their brother 
in any matter.” Obſerve theſe laſt words; 
which ſnew that God will ſeverely puniſh, 
not only the notorious thiet and robber, but 
vhoſoever is guilty of any fraud, or over 
reaching, even in leſſer Iaſtances « in any,” 
and every, © matter, without exception. 
* Ye ſhall not ſteal, neither deal falſely, neither 
le one to another. Thou ſhalt not defraud - 
thy ncighbour, neither rob him.” Levit. xhx. 
1-13. Remember alſo what our bleſſed 
Saviour ſays: „ He that is faithful in that 
which is leaſt, is faithful alſo in much; and he 
dat is unjuſt in the leaſt, is vnjuſt alſo in 
mwuch.“ Luke xvi. 10. Accuſtom yourſelves 
therefore to be honeſt and juſt, and 
| faithful 
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© Faithful to your truſt, in os BR fling Tay 
cerns, and things of the ſmalleſt conſequence,, 
that you may earn to be ſo in matters of 
greater importance: and be careful to avoid 
every act of thieving, or cheating, in the leaſt 
- Inſtances, leſt you get into bad: habits, and. 
commit greater crimes.. Be aſſured, that for 
every tranſgreſſion of your duty you”, muſt be 


_ accountable to God. If you ſteal: or cheat 


never ſo ſecretly, you cannot eſeape his notice 
and his puniſhment. He will not admit of 
any excuſes for fraud or diſhoneſty... You! 
muſt not think to plead poverty, or hunger, 
or diſtreſs of any kind. Work for your live- 
hhood, and honeſt induſtry will never fail to 
| procure it. To eat. the bread of idleneſs is 
bad, even when no diſhoneſt means are uſed. 
to Fe "DRM it; but when idleneſs and thieving 
go together (as it commonly happens), the fin, 
is doubled, and great indeed is the guilt of the 
finner. But you may think perhaps, that if 
you take from another a ſmall pittance of 
what he has in great abundance, . you do him 
no injury, and therefore there is no harm in it. 
Be not deceived: the ſin is the ſame in you, 
though the conſequence. of it may not be ſo 
bad to him. Servants, in particular, are apt 
to take very improper liberties with what be- 
longs to their maſters or miſtreſſes, under a 
falſe notion that they have a right to partake 
of it; or (what. is ſtill worſe) give away a por- 
tion of it to others, becauſe they would be kind 


and Senerous. But this ag gain is a double crime: 4 | 
5 1 
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it is adding bread of truſt to Aſhoneſty. To 
give away what is not your own to diſpoſe 
of, is not charity, but cheating, or rather 
downright injuſtice. | _ 
Borrowing, and not paying, is ae way of _ 
breaking the commandment, too commonly _ * 
pradtiſed by perſons of every age and condi- | 
tion ; but not the leſs ſinful for being common. 
In this caſe, the borrower receives no laſting- 
benefit; and the lender is hurt, and often. 
wined, by it. It is beſt, therefore, not to: 
borrow at all. You will thereby keep clear 
of one ſort of diſhoneſty, and prevent much 
miſchief and diſtreſs both to yourſelves and 
bers. 
cannot conclude this ſubject better, chan 
by adviſing and exhorting you moſt earneſtly, 
in the words of the Catechiſm, ce not to covet, 
nor deſire, other men's goods; but to learn 
and labour truly to get your own living; and 
to do your duty in that ſtate of life unto 5 which 
it ſhall, pleaſe God to call you.” Honeſty is 
the beſt policy: and © HE THAT WALKETH: 
UPRIGHTLY, WALKETH SURELY,” 
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. every one that faith unto me, Tora Tied 
- ſhall enter into the kingdom of heaven : but 


he that doeth the ones of 815 . ather 1 5 Chis 
in heave. 2 8 


HI 8 Jeckiancion of our bleſſed Lond to 

his diſciples, is one of thoſe many paſ- 
"ſages of ſcripture, which ſhew the neceſſiy 
of obedience to the will of God, in order to 
our falvation, or to our being admitted into 
the kingdom of heaven; They are ſo plain, 
that one would think it impoſſible to miſtake 
their meaning; or unneceſſary to do any thing | 
more than barely: to repeat them. For as 
the goſpel was to- be © preached to the poor,” 
ſo the moſt important parts of it are level to 
the loweſt and meaneſt capacity. He that 
runnetb may read, and he that readeth may un- 
derſtand, all that is required of him to make him 
holy, and to make him happy. Yet, I know 
not how it happens, whether from careleſſneſs, 
or perverſeneſs, or both; the plaineſt and moſt 
intereſting truths are ſometimes overlooked and 
diſregarded, and at other times miſtaken, or 
perverted. - Even the doctrine in the text, 
tho' ſo often held forth, and ſo earneſtly in- 
culcated, in the New Teſtament, has been 
paſſed over by ſome pretended 
preachers 


preachers of-the goſpel; and a ſhorter way 
to heaven has been pointed out by falſe guides, 
quite-different from that ſhown us by Chriſt 
and his apoſtles. But, my © little children” 
(1 ſpeak to you in the words of ſcripture) 


«let no man deceive you: he that doeth_ 55 


righteouſneſs, is righteous.” And © without 
| holineſs,” or righteouſneſs, © no man ſhall 
ſee the Lord.” If thou wilt enter into life,” 
fays our Saviour, © KEEP THE COMMAND=- 
MENTS.” And again: © Bleſſed are they that 
- hear the word of God, and. K EE it.” In like 
manner, ſays St. Paul: © God will render 
to every man ACCORDING TO HIS DEEDS: glory, 
© honour, and peace” (that is, eternal glory and 
happineſs) “ to every man that .WORKETH | 
oo.“ And in another epiſtle, © Work our 
your own ſalvation.“ So alſo St. James: 
«Be ye DOERS of the word, and not hearers 
only,” for © faith without works is dead.” 
And St. John, in the Revelation: © Bleſſed 
are they that Do His COMMANDMENTS, that 
they may have right to the Tree of Life.“ 
Theſe texts (to which many more might be 
added) are ſo exceedingly plain and clear, 
that you cannot fail, I think, to underſtand 
them. And the matter of them is ſo im- 
portant, that they deſerve your utmoſt at- 
tentton and conſtant remembrance. Conſider, 
| beſeech you, the end and deſign of Chriſt's 
coming into the world, It was, © that he 
might redeem us from all iniquity, and pu- 
riy unto himſelf a peculiar,” or holy, “ peo- 
| | ED 9M | -- 28 


SF * 15 3 


6 zealous. of good works, ; t being | 


fully inſtructed by him in the will of God 


we © might ſerve him, in holineſs and rights. 


ouſneſs, all the days of our life.“ This 
is a faithful ſaying,” ſays St. Paul, „ that 


Chriſt Jeſus came into the world to fave 


ſinners. Very true. But o did he faye 
them? Not only by offering himfelf a ſa- 
crifice for ſins paſt, but alſo by reforming, 
and leading them to obedience for the fu- 
ture; © teaching them, that denying ungod- 


_ lineſs and worldly luſts, they ſhould live 


ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in this pre: 
ſent world.” © This,” therefore, (as the fame 


apoſtle declares) is likewiſe © a faithful ſaying, 


that they which have Zelieved in God might 
be careful to MAIxTAIx GOOD WORKS ;” that 
is, to live ſuitably to their belief and pro- 
feſſion. Religion is an ative ſervice, It is 
not enough, that it be rooted in the heart, 
and ſhew itſelf in outward profeſſions of faith 
and godlineſs: it muſt alſo bring forth the 
fruit of good works. Theſe are the only 
ſure evidences of it; and to theſe only are 
its rewards and promiſes annexed. To call 


Chriſt our Lord and maſter, and not obey 


his commands, is no better than a mockery 
of him; an affront and infult to him. Prac- 


tical infidels (ſuch, I mean, as acknowledge 


Chriſt with their mouths, but in their works 
deny him) are the worſt of all infidels. We 
cannot plead ignorance of our duty ; for he 


has fully and clearly revealed it to us. We 
cannot 


RF 
cannot plead Abe to perform it; for he 
has graciouſly promiſed' the aſſiſtance of his 
Holy Spirit to all that aſk for it. Tho? weak 
of ourſelves, we can © do all. things,” ne- 
ceſſary to our ſalvation, thro' Chriſt that 
ſrengtheneth us.” If therefore we fail in our 
duty, we are wholly without excuſe. In vain 
fhall we cry, Lord, Lord, either here or liere- 
after, if we do not approve ourſelves his 
faithful and obedient ſervants,” In vain ſhall 
we ſue for mercy, when he comes to judg- 
ment: when his anſwer will be, I never 
knew vou: depart from me, 7e chat work 
iniquity.“ 

By what has been ſaid of the neceſſity 


of doing the will of God, in order to obtain 


tie rewards of heaven, you are not to ſup- 
poſe that our good actions have any merit 
in them, or that we properly dgſer ve thoſe: 
rewards.—No.—“ Eternal life is the git,“ 
the free undeſerved gift © of God, thro? Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord.” It is his merits, and all- 
perfect obedience, that muſt recommend our 
imperfect ſervices to God. There is there- 
fore no room for © boaſting” on our part. 
Far otherwiſe.— But if, with faith and hu- 
mility, we do the beſt we can to ſerve and 
pleaſe God, we may be fure that our ſer- 
vices, however imperfect, will be accepted; 
and that, however undeſerving, we ſhall not 
8 Joſe our reward,” 
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GALAT] ANS vi. 7 former part. 15 


Be not deceived; God is not mocked... 


A LAS! how liable are we to be deceived 
by others; and, what is ſtill worſe, how 
apt are we to deceive ourſelves ! This per. 
haps may ſeem ſtrange; but it is too true, 
and too eaſily accounted for. Beſides de- 
ceivers and enemies without; evil men and 
evil ſpirits, that are ever watching to ſeduce 
us; we have an enemy no leſs dangerous 
lurking within, that is continually ready to 
betray us. For HE HEART,“ ſays the pro- 
phet, is DECEITFUL ABOVE ALL /THINGS, 
and deſperately wicked : who can know it?” 
Who can find out its dark windings -and 
turnings ; its ſecret arts and impoſitions; its 

deceitful workings; whereby we are conti- 
nually in danger of being miſled from our 
duty, and drawn into ſin? Againſt every 
kind of deceit, whereby our ſalvation is en- 
dangered, we have frequent cautions-and ad- 
monitions in the holy ſcriptures, and parti- 
cularly in the epiſtles of St. Paul. In one 
place we read; Let no man deceive you 
In another; Let no 
In the text; Be 
be underſtood 
ceit; 


with vain words.“ 
man deceive Himself. 
not deceived” —which may 


as à warning againſt both kinds of de 
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om others as well as from ourſelves. The 


7 ſame words are uſed by St. James, 


o' differently tranſlated; where he ſays; 
Do not err, my beloved brethren.” For 


nor will be the conſequence of deceit in 
ther caſe; whether it proceed from within 
Jy without. After : this general admonition, 
ge not deceived” it follows: “ God 1s 


ot mocked.” As if the Apoſtle had ſaid; 
Beware of being deceived, or of deceiv- 


Ins yourſelves. For tho“ you may 1mpoſe 
upon yourſelves, or upon one another, you 


cannot deceive, or impoſe upon, God.” The 


ery notion, the expreſſion, of mocking 


God, carries with it ſomething ſhocking and 


profane. And yet every wilful fin is, in 


ome fort, an attempt to mock God; and 
very wilful ſinner is, in ſome ſenſe, guilty. 


of this horrid blaſphemy. The language of 
bis heart (if not of his mouth) is thus de- 


ſeribed by the Pſalmiſt; How doth God : 
now? is there knowledge in the Moſt High??? 
And again; “ God hath forgotten: he hideth 


his face, he will never ſee it.“ Such is the 


bly, and deceitfulneſs, of ſin ; blinding the 
underſtanding, at the ſame time that it, cor-: 
npts the heart. To ſuch falſe reaſonings, 


luch abſurd. ſuppoſitions, is the finner dri- 
ren. Various are the arts and deluſions, 
by which men impoſe upon themſelves, and 


pon one another. But the moſt general 
and common way is, by an imagination, that 
ity may be ſaved, or go to heaven, wich- 
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out leading a good and holy life—thanwhic 
nothing can be more directly contrary to t 
plain and conſtant doctrine of ſeripture, an 
particularly of the New Teſtament. 0 
Saviour ſays expreſsly; that “ he only wh 
doeth the will of God, ſhall enter into h 
heavenly kingdom” — that, if we will ente 
into life, we muſt keep the commandments, 
The ſame important truth is continually hel 
forth to us by his Apoſtles. © Whatſoever 
man ſoweth,” ſays St. Paul, © that ſhall H 
alſo reap” “ Without holineſs no man ſhi 
ſee the Lord.” It is as impoſſible: to get of 
heaven without a life of good works, as, 
is to have a good crop of corn witho 
ſowing good ſeed; or to “ gather grapq 
of thorns, or figs of thiſtles,” —Let no o 
therefore deceive you with vain. pretence 
and falſe hopes of ſalvation, - contrary to-th 
expreſs word of God. Read your Bible 
believe it; act according to it; and yo 
cannot think or act amiſs. Does a Goſpe 
preacher (as.. he falſely calls himſelf) tell yo 
that faith alone will fave you? that. if yo 
truſt to the merits of Chriſt, that will b 
| ſufficient ?—anſwer him, in the words of Scrip 
ture, that © faith without works is dead; 
and that. © by works a man is juſtified, an 
not by faith only.” —Tell him, that you be 
lieve, and truſt, in the merits. of your S: 
viour as firmly and ſincerely as he can do 
but that, without an holy and good life 0 
your part, thoſe merits will be cf no ava 


to you: 2 4 . Chriſt ce gave himſelf for 8 


w, that he might redeem us from all ini- 
quity, and pull 


lah) 9 people, zealous of good works.“ 


Again: Take great care that you be not de- 


unto himſelf a peculiar” (or | 


cived by idle and worthleſs companions, Who 


will uſe all their arts and frauds to cor- © 


pt both your principles and manners,— 
Do not converſe with ſuch—turn away. from 
em; — fly from them as you would from 
2 plague, or other contagious diſtemper,— 

They are © fools,” in Solomon's judgment, 
that * make a mock at ſin: and they are 


w/e than fools, that would argue, or laugh, 


jou out of your religion and virtue. 
Laſtly : Beware of your own. hearts — 
erer flatter yourſelves that you are in the 
wy of falvation, while you are in the way 
& in or wickedneſs. And let me adviſe 
jou often and fervently to pray in the words 
f David; * Search me, O God, and know 
my heart : try me, and know my thoughts 
=and ſee if there be any wicked way in 
ne; and lead me in the way W 5 
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Let . bebe e be as it becometh the 0 . beſe 
POOLED 8 6 Chriſt. 15 2 « tl 


HE word << vet 1 as OA 
as in other parts of the bible, does not t b 


1 ſignify our talk or diſcourſe; but takes in the auth 
'  rwhole of our conduct and behaviour in life: I bene 
i fo that we are to underſtand the precept in Wl fy 
In the text as a general injunction to live as be- Ne 
WH - comes Chriſtians; to conform ourſelves in W not 
i all things to the excellent rules and directions Ml guil 
laid down in the goſpel of Chriſt; to be And 


1 3 cc holy ”? {as SE Peer expreſſes it) © IN all is th 
manner of converſation.” The neceſſity of man. 


1 this, in order to our ſalvation, is ſo very plain Wo © 
1 4 and evident, both from reaſon and ſcripture, men 
1 and has been ſo fully ſhewn to you in a former Vith 
UE diſcourſe, that I ſhall not now repeat what 1 pol. 
13 Ja upon that ſubject : but ſhall rather point or vi; 
i out to you ſome particulars, in which we MW meek 

| ſhould be more than ordinarily careful to follow I that 1 
the direction in the text; and ſo to approve Aab 
ourſelves rea! Chriſtians, and ſincere diſciples IM {ys < 
of him whoſe name we bear, and by 19823 neſs 

1 we hope to be ſaved. _ 2 larly 
* Ba Now © the wiſdom that is Ss Howe” or Winita 
Will | the religion which Chriſt came down from IE dem 
1:8 heaven | to teach us, « js firſt pure: ;> thats, MWnck i 
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it requires great purity of heart as well as of 
manners - what the Pſalmiſt calls © a clean 
heart,” and “ clean hands” ſtrict chaſtity in 
all our thoughts, words, and actions. For 
this ye know,” ſays the apoſtle (and I earneſtly 
beſeech you always to bear it in remembrance), 
« that no unclean perſon hath any inheritance 
in the kingdom of Chriſt and of God.“ . 
Again: It is © peaceable, gentle, and eaſy 
to be intreated. The goſpel, like its divine 
author, breathes the ſpirit of love, peace, and 
benevolence, in every part of it. By this,” 
ſays our Saviour, © ſhall all men know that 
ye are my diſciples, if ye have love one to 
another.” You ſee, he makes it the diſtin- 
ouiſhing mark, or badge, of our profeſſion. 
And, as a peaceable diſpoſition and behaviour 
is the natural fruit of love, ſo we are com- 
manded to © have peace one with another: 
to © live in peace,” or © peaceably with all 
men;”—to © ſeek peace, and enſue it;“ 
with many more exhortations to the ſame pur- 
poſe ——Gentleneſs is another Chriſtian grace, 
or virtue, ſpringing from love. . It ſignifies a 
meek and quiet ſpirit, a mild temper of mind, 
that ſhews itſelf in a ſuitable behaviour ; kind, 
affable, and courteous, © I beſeech you,” 
lays St. Paul, © by the meekneſs and gentle- 
nels of Chriſt :” which qualities he particu- 
larly recommends, in another place, to the 
mutation of his diſciples ; where he ſays, © Put 
them in mind to be gentle, ſhewing all meek- 
nels unto all men,” Another mark of a true 
2. _ Chriſtian 


— 


„ 
Chriſtian temper is, that it is © eaſy to be jj. 
treated; —obliging, complying, and ready ty 
forgive injuries and offences. The great du i U. 
of forgiveneſs our Lord lays a very particukt 
ſtreſs upon, as abſolutely and indiſpenſably 
neceſſary to our being forgiven by God. What 
words can be plainer, or ftronger, to this effeq, 
than what he uſes immediately after the pra 
he teaches his diſciples ? © If ye forgive men 
their treſpaſſes, your heavenly Father will allo 
If forgive you. But if ye forgive not men ber 
1 treſpaſſes, neither will your Father forgive hu 
treſpaſſes.“ And in his parable of the merci- 
} leſs ſervant (Matt. xvin) he enforces the 
{ Tame doftrine in terms no leſs clear and 
5 | powerful. The goſpel wiſdom, or the Chriſ- 


14 tian ſpirit, is alſo “ full of mercy and good 
ms - fruits; prompting us to every act of huma- 
1 nity and compaſſion; to ſhew our love in 
43 $4 actual ſervices to all within our reach; follow- 
VF';: . Ing the example of our blefſed Maſter, who 
BE: ce went about doing good.” —Laſtly; it is 
Ui .! « without partiality, and without hypocriſy. 
The true Chriſtian is open, fincere, honeſt; 
free from every narrow ſelfiſh view, from all 
undue prejudice and partiality. His love i 
« without diflimulation.” His words flow from 
his heart; and his actions correſpond with his 
BY words. | | : 
I have here given you a ſhort ſketch of 
. _ Chriſtian virtue, or of ſuch a converſation a 
N « becomes the goſpel of Chriſt.” A more 
1'8 particular account of its relative, or 3 
N . duaties, 
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duties, you will find admirably drawn up in 
your Catechiſm, in that article which deſcribes 
your duty towards your neighbour. Let me 


beg of you often to look at it, and to conſider 
it with attention: a better leſſon you cannot 
have, nor can you follow a better guide. 
Think of it every day of your lives; and prac- 
tie it conſcientioufly. Indeed the whole Cate- 


chiſm is ſo excellent, that T would wiſh you to 


make it your conſtant companion through life. 
Do not forget or deſpiſe it, as if it were fit only 
for the uſe of children: it is fit for every age; 
33 it contains the ſum and ſubſtance of the 
Chriſtian religion. „„ 


There is one quality, or diſpoſition, which 


both our Saviour and his apoſtles, in a very 
particular manner, recommend, and require as 
abſolutely neceſfary to a diſciple of Chriſt ; 
which is, heavenly-mindedneſs: —to © ſet our 


affections on things above; to make heaven + 


the principal end of our thoughts and purſuits. 
For, as St. Paul expreſſes it, © our converſa- 


tion is in heaven” —7zbere lies our true intereſt 


that is the country to which we belong — 
there is our treaſure - there, then, ſhould our 
© hearts be alſo.” 
lncere and in earneſt in our religion, we ſhall 
hot fail to fulfil the precept in the text; we 
ball conſider ourſelves as ſtrangers, or travel- 
lers, upon earth; and our © converſation” 


re will be © ſuch as becometh the goſpel of 


briſk, 51 
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SERMON XIV. 
Romans xii. 11 former part. 
| Not flathful in Buſineſs. 
Net BE 1DLE—floth, or ien is the 


ruin and deſtruction both of body and 


ſoul. It is not only a great evil in itſelf, but 
it is productive alſo of 

leads to ſickneſs, poverty, ſenſuality, diſho- 
neſty, and loſs of character. It is unnatural: 


many other evils. It 


for we are by nature formed for action, and 
fond of it. It is contrary to our duty and 
obligation as men, or ſocial creatures; who 
were made to help, and do good to, one an- 
other. It is contrary to the expreſs will and 
command of God; who has taught and direct. 
ed us, in his holy word, to be diligent and 
induſtrious, active and laborious, in our ſeve- 
ral callings; and to be continually employed in 
ſerving and aſſiſting our brethren. The miſery 
and ſinfulneſs of a flothful and idle life, and the 
bleſſings of an induſtrious one, are ſet before 
us in very ſtrong terms, in many paſſages ot 
holy ſcripture. * Slothfulneſs,” ſays the wile 
man, * caſteth into a deep ſleep, and an idle 
ſoul ſhall ſuffer hunger.” * The ſoul of the 
ſluggard deſireth, and hath nothing: but the 
ſoul of the diligent ſhall be made fat.” Th 
hand of the diligent maketh rich,” but © tif 
deſire of the flothful killeth him.” „In al 


labour there is profit,” not only in this life, bu 


a 


ks ” 


e | 
our «© works,” we are aſſured, will © follow“ us 
into that which is to come; there to meet with 
their full reward: where, on the other hand, 
« the unprofitable ſervant; he who has waſted 
his time here in idleneſs, and made no uſe or 
improvement of the talents committed to 
his truſt ; ſhall be “ caſt into outer darknefs,”” 
and puniſhed with eternal miſery.—In the 
text, as well as in many -other parts of his 
Epiſtles, St. Paul warns us againſt the fin 
of idleneſs, and exhorts us to the oppoſite 
virtue of induſtry, For when he forbids us 
| to be ſlothful, he plainly bids us be diligent ; 
as he commands his diſciples, in another place, 
to c work with their own hands, and to 
labour, working the thing which is good :” | 
and again, * if any will not work,” ſays he, 
0 « neither ſhould he eat.' The words, Not 
ſlothful in buſineſs,” imply theſe two things: 


u fi, that we have all ſome buſineſs to do; 
5 ſome work, ſome calling, that we ought | 
Fil to be employed in; and ſecondly, that we | 


ſhould be active and induſtrious in following 
it.— Our all-wiſe and good Creator has deſign- 
ed and fitted us for action and labour, both of 
body and mind. He has made it neceſſary to 
our own well-being, as individuals; and hke- 
wiſe to the good of ſociety, as we are ſocial 
creatures, or © members one of another.” 
Various and different are the taſks allotted 
us; as are the abilities and opportunities we 
are furniſned with of performing them. High 
and low, rich and poor, old and young, learned 
| D 3 „ 


(54 . 


and unlearned, we have all ſome work aſſigned 
us, which it is our duty to do, both for ourſelves, 
and for one another. Some are to work with 


their hands, ſome with their head, and ſome with 


both. Our feveral ſituations in life plainly 
point out to us, what it is our duty to be 


employed in. Our principal concern is, to 
be diligent in that employment. Whatſos 
ever thy hand,” or thy head, © tindeth to do, 


do it with thy might.” Exert all your ſtrength, 


uſe all your diligence, in the execution of 
it. Loſe no time, ſpare no pains, in learning, 
and in doing, your duty.—You, my good 


children, are more particularly obliged to | 
be induſtrious in your ſeveral occupations 
you have had great advantages in being 


taught your duty; you are therefore doubly 


bound to practiſe it. While we are working 


with our heads for your good, you are without 
excuſe if you do not work diligently with 
your hands for your own—while our time 1s 
employed in inſtructing you, it is your bulineſs 
and duty to profit by our inſtructions. You 
are young, and healthy, and able to work: 
and your ſtation in life is ſuch as requires 


you ſo to do for your bread and ſupport. 


It is your duty alſo to work for your parents, 


and occaſionally for your other friends and 


benefactors. And believe me, it is as. much 
your intereſt and your happineſs, as it 1s 


your duty, to be always well employed. It 


will give you health of body, and peace of 
mind. It will make your days 11 
PÞ an 
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„„ 
and comfortable, and your ſleep of nights 
ſweet and refreſhing, It will make you belov- 
ed and eſteemed by all that know you. 

It will enable you to provide, not only for 
yourſelves, but for your families likewiſe, when 
you have any. It will make you uſeful 
members of ſociety; good neighbours, and 
valuable friends. — By your example, at leaſt, 
you may all do good; and in ſome fort fulfil 

the precept of our bleſſed Savour, to “ let | 
your light ſo ſhine before men, that they may * ||} 
ſe your good works, and glorify your Father I 
which is in heaven.“ nb one 

And here let me give you one caution ; that 
while you are diſcharging your duty towards 

men, you do not forget your duty towards 
Gop. Indeed by doing the one, you are 

in a great meaſure diſcharging the other. But 
what I mean 1s, that you never let the duties 
of your ſeyeral ſtations or employments- in 
lite ſo far take up your time and thoughts, 
as to hinder you from praying to- God, and 
paying him the worſhip that is due to him, 
both in private- and public. For remember, 
that no labour or buſineſs can proſper without 
his bleſſing attending it; and that the ſame 
commandment which permits, and enjoins, 
our working for fix days, requires us to © keep 
holy” the ſeventh ; that, as we ſhould be em- 
ployed chiefly on the other days in providing 
tor our bodily and temporal wants, ſo on the 
ſabbath, or Lord's day, we ſhould labour for 
our /pritual ſuſtenance ; for that © meat which 
endureth unto everlaſting life.” 1 
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ſignifies, with a willing and ready mind; with 


. 
SERMON XV. , 


EpRRESTIANS vi. 7 and 8, 


With good. will doing ſervice, as to the Lord, 


and not to men : knowing that whatſoever 
good thing any man aoeith, the ſame - ſhall 
he receive of the Lord, whether he be bond 


or free. 


E are here, as well as in other parts 

of the epiſtles, inſtructed in the duty 

of ſervants to their maſters and miſtreſſes. 
For the ſcripture, being a rule of life and 
manners, as well as of faith, gives us direc- 
tions, not only for our duty in general, but 
alſo for the diſcharge of. every branch of it 
in particular; according to our different call- 
ings and ſituations. Now, as many of yo 
may probably go to ſervice in ſome part o 
your life, ſome rules for your good behaviour 
therein may be of uſe and benefit to you; 
and ſuch I mean at preſent to lay before 
you. 5 8 
In the text you may obſerve, firſt, a ge- 
neral direction given you, how to do your 
duty as ſervants properly and conſcientiouſly; 
and ſecondly, a reward held forth to you as 
an encouragement for ſo doing. Let us con- 
fider each diſtinctly The rule is this — 
« With good-will doing ſervice, as to the 
Lord, and not to men.“ © With good-will,” 


an 
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„„ 
an affectionate and obliging diſpoſition ; with 
a deſire to pleaſe; © not by conſtraint, but 
willingly,” and cheerfully.— And it is to be 
done, © as to the Lord, and not to men” 
that is, from a religious principle, or a ſenſe 
of duty towards God. As the apoſtle elſe- 
where expreſſes it; © not with eye-ſervice, as 
men-pleaſers, but in fingleneſs of heart, fear- 
ins God” “ and whatſoever ye do, do it 
heartily, as to the Lord, and not 'unto men.” 
—The meaning is, not that we are to over- 
le our duty and obligations to men; but 
that we are to /ook farther, to the fountain 
and origin of all duty, which is the will 
and command of God: and that, while we 
ſerve our maſters on earth, we ſhould con- 
fider ourſelves as doing ſervice to CHRIST, 
who is our, maſter in heaven,—< Not with 
cye-ſervice, as men-pleaſers, —that is, not 
barely endeavouring to pleaſe, and gain the 
good-will of, our maſters, by doing what we 
think they will like, when their eyes are 
pon us: but ſerving them truly and faith- 
fully at al times, when they are abſent, as 
well as pręſent —“ as the ſervants of Chriſt,” 
who always ſees what we are doing “ in 
lingleneſs of heart that is, ſincerely, and 
conſcicntiouſly “ fearing God,” and “ doing 
his will from the heart; — always remem- 
bering, that he ſearcheth our hearts, and 
knoweth our inward thoughts, and moſt ſe- 
cret deſigns, as well as our outward actions; 
and that he will reward, or puniſh, us, 
+ 2 00 according 
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ſervice of our maſters and miſtreſſes, we are 


fant to us. 
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Scncing as they are good, or bad, in a his 
Whatſoever therefore we do, in the 


to do it © heartily,” and © with a good will,” 


as unto God, and unto Chniſt—to whom we 


are accountable for our behaviour, in this, 
as well as in every other part of our duty 
towards man. The ſame direction that 


David gave his ſon Solomon for the ſervice 


of God, will hold good for the fervice of our 
earthly masters Serve him, ſays he, “ with 
a perfect heart, and with a willing mind.” — 
The truth is, chat without a willing diſpo- 
ſition, and a ſincere deſire of doing our 


duty, nothing can be done as it ou hr. A 


good will is the great ſpring of action. 
A ready and cheerful mind is the great 
ſupport of it. It gives vigour to our fa- 
culties, quickens our diligence, and enables 
us to overcome many difficulties. It makes 
the diſcharge of our duty both eaſy and plea- 
In ſervice, as well as in every 
other ſituation of life, the beſt rule we can 
go by is what St. Paul lays down for the 
giving of alms; to act “ not grudgingly, or 
of neceſſity and for the ſame reaſon he 
mentions—“ for God,” ſays he, © loveth a 
cheerful giver.”—So we may fay no leſs 
truly; God loveth a ſervant, who does his 
duty cheerfully, and willingly.— And we may 
add, he will reward him accordingly. For 
ſo the apoſtle goes on in the text: © know- 


ing, _ he, © that whatſoever. * thing 


* k 


* 


ary man doeth, the fame ſhall he receive 


of the Lord, whether he be bond or free.“ 


God, who is © no reſpecter of perſons,“ 


will moſt aſſuredly reward every man, with- 


out diſtinction, according to his deeds.—Our 
{ations and allotments in this life are indeed 


very different, and the good things of it 
(as they are called) are unequally diſtribu- 
ted. But the treaſures of the nent, the 
riches and bleſſings of heaven, are open to 


all alike :—with regard to them, it matters 


not what our condition is here in this world; 
—if we do but our duty in that ſtate of 


life to which God has called us, we are ſure 
of being happy hereafter, beyond all we can 
hope or conceive, to all eternity. Whether 


high or low, rich or poor, «bond or free,” 
it makes no difference. We are all alike 


under God's notice; all equally accountable. 


to him for our actions and behaviour; and 


all equally ſure of being rewarded by him 
tor our good conduct, or puniſhed for our 


bad. The good and faithful ſervant, wha 
acts from a religious principle, and with a 
willing mind ; who ſerves his maſter honeſtly, 
and diligently ; doing his duty to the beſt 


of his knowledge and ability; will generally 


find his account, and be rewarded, in this 
world. But be that as it may, he 1s cer- 
tain that his ſervices will not be forgotten 
or unrewarded in the ext; where he will 
_ "enter into the joy of his Lord,” and par- 
take of it for ever and ever. 
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Exhori ſervants to be obedient unto ahi: own 
maſters, and to pleaſe them well in all things: 
not anſwering again; not purloining ; but bew. 
ing all good fidelity : that they ay dorn the 
dotirine of God our Saviour in all i nge. 


AVING nts the duty of FR |; 

vants in general, we will now take 
a view of the ſeveral branches of it in par- 
ticular. And for this purpoſe we ; cannot 
have a better guide than the exhortation of 
the Apoſtle in the text; which ſhews us 
both what is to be done, and what is _ 
avoided. In the firſt place, ſervants are © to 
be obedient unto their own maſters,” —and 


of courſe to their miſtreſſes; the ſame obli- 
gation binding them to one, as to the other: 


ſo that when one only is named, we are to 
underſtand, and apply the direction to, both. 
Now the very notion of ſervitude implies 
obedience. It is the maſter's part, to com- 
mand; the ſervant's, to obey. You muſt 
always do what your maſter or miſtreſs bids 


you. You mult not diſpute their orders, be- N 


cauſe you fancy them unreaſonable, or hard 
to comply with; but you muſt endeayour 
5 execute them in the beſt manner you 
When they tell you to do a thing 

ou way, you muſt not attempt v do it 
e, z 
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or quicker. No they are much better judges 


than you, and they are the only proper 


judges, how to have their own buſineſs done. 


It is your duty to do it as they direct; 
without murmuring, or diſputing. You ſhould _ 
obey them willingly, readily, and cheerfully; . - 


uſing your beſt. endeavours (as the text di- 
recs) © to pleaſe them well in all things.” 
You ſhould not be content with barely fol- 


lowing orders; with doing juſt what is re- - 
quired of you, and no more. You ſhould 
be careful to do every thing in the beſt man- 


ner, and with the greateſt diſpatch, in your 
power; to ſhew that you take a pleaſure in 
obliging thoſe, whom you are bound to ſerve. 
For this end you ſhould not always wait 


for receiving their orders; but endeavour to 
be befcreband with them, in doing what you 


think will pleaſe them. © A free and volun- 
tary ſervice. is doubly pleaſing and accept= 
able. To do what we are commanded, is 


an act of ſtrict duty, as paying a debt is 


of ſtrict juſtice. But to do a piece' of ſer- 
vice of our own accord, without being bid, 


is like a free gift, and will be valued ac- 


cordingly. But don't miſtake me. Tho? I 
compare it ta a free gift, it is ſtill our duty 
to pleaſe, as well as to obey: as it is, in 
Ike manner, our duty to be generous, as well 
as juſt, And if you have but a deſire and 
inclination, you will never want opportuni- 


ties of pleaſing thoſe you ſerve. Let it be 


your 
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another; becauſe perhaps you think it eaſier 
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The text now informs us, what we are nat to 
do-“ not anſweri 


miſtreſs ar to give them pert and ſaucy 
anſwers. Theſe are great faults, contrary to 
the duty of ſervants; which 1 


_ filently and ſubmiſſively. When you are told | 
you are ſorry for having offended, and that 


little offences lead to yreat ones; and he that 


Never take what belongs to another, be the 


1 


1 es 62 5 
your conſtant ſtudy ee @ to i th 


again not -purloining,” 
fies, to contradict, to 


To anſwer again, 
argue, or diſpute, a point with 4 maſter or 
all the rules of good manners, 2 to 


you 
to avoid. When you are ſpoken to, the les 
you fay, the better. Receive your orders 


of your faults, make no reply, except to fay, 


you will do fo no more.—And be ſure to 
do as you promiſe. It is by actions, not by 
words, that you muſt ſhew your forrow, and 
your amendment. After, not - anſwering 
again,” follows, © not purloining.” By © pur- | 
loining” is meant every fort of theft, or di. 
honeſty; which is not only a breach of duty, 
but a moſt abominable ſin; every kind and 
8 of which you muſt keep clear of 
as you value your character, your life, or 
your ſalvation. In this, as in other ſins, 


begins with cheating and pilfering, will in 
time proceed to the higher crimes of theſt 
and robbery, and moſt likely end his life at 
the gallows. Beware therefore, I intreat 
you, of the firſt beginnings of this fin, 


thing ever ſo ſmall or trifling. And pai 
ET | cularly, 
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your maſter or miſtreſs; for this is a double 
crime; a breach of truſt, as well as diſho- 


neſty. For you are required not only to 
ſerve and obey them, bur (as the text goes 


on to inſtruct us) to ſhew them all 


fidelicy” —that is, to be ſtrictiy faithful to 


them in the management of all. their con- 
cerns to make 7heir intereſt your own—in 


ſhort, to do by them, 4s you would they 
ſhould do unto you, were you in their place, 


and they in your's. - This takes in a large 


compaſs of duty, and compleats the charac 
ter of a good ſervant. Be faithful to them, 
therefore, in every thing—to their property, 


by making no waſte, and improving every 
thing to the utmoſt of your power—and to 
their good name and reputation, by always 


ſpeaking handſomely of them, and taking 


their part, if at any time you hear them 


ſlandered or abuſed. And as you are to 1 


ſerre them faithfully and obediently your- 
ſelves, ſo you are to uſe your beſt perſua- 


ons, and endeavours, to make your a Y 


ſervants do the ſame. 
The text concludes 21 a motive, or 
encouragement, to ſervants, for their general 


good behaviour: © that they may adorn the 


doctrine of God our Saviour in all things 
that is, that by doing their duty in that 
ſtate of life to which they are called, they - 
may be an ornament to their profeſſion, and 
do credit to the religion which teaches it. 
But of his 1 more in my next. a 
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Trrus ii. 10, latter part. 


| i. they may adorn the doctrine of Gd 


our Saviour in all things. 


E Apoſtle having laid down ſevera 


excellent rules and directions to ſervants | 


for the due diſcharge of cheir duty, enforces the 
obſervance of them from this powerful confi 
deration ; © that they may adorn the doctrine 
of God our Saviour in all things.“ By “ the 
doctrine of God our Saviour, we are to un- 
derſtand the religion of Chriſt: and whoever 


lives ſuitably to that religion, and regulates 


his life and behaviour by its holy laws and 


precepts, is ſaid to © adorn” it; that is, to 


bring credit to it, or to be an ornament to his 
profefſion—a ſhining light, whereby others 
may be directed and led to follow his good ex- 
ample. And this is in the power of every 


_ -Chriftian, without exception. Let his ſtation 
in life be what it will, if he lives agreeably to; 


it, and conſcientiouſly performs the duties it 


requires, he may be ſaid to adorn the doctrine 


or religion he profeſſes: as, on the other hand, 
whoever lives unſuitably to his profeſſion, 
whatever outward ornaments he may be diſ- 
tinguiſhed by, is a ſhame and diſgrace to it; 


bringing a reproach, and ſcandal, on that holy 


name by which he is called, By © breaking 


the law,” he is ſaid to © diſhonour God.” 80 
that it is not our rank or ſituation in life, but 


our good or bad behaviour in that _— 
| 27 hc 


Cap + PO 


whi 
us. 

[owe 
high 
encc 
dilig 
duty 
they 
the 

they 
to tl 
ing 

doin 
heav 
they 
there 
pend 
to at 
only 
that 
and 

will 

good 
by y 
your 
grace 
ſin; | 
obed 
his P 
one 1 
mem 
and t 
of a ( 


* 388 * ' 


— 1 
#3 — * 4 
rn e 9 . * * > 
rats ee "I * rr N * "I" „* a 
. 2 . a A ONE oa ae = oboe ants Saad as "C5 GED a Fas OL LR; % - 
R N :, * For: N 3 a oh Pl > N 1 Ea 
* * e * * — 0 #5 * 
1 * * * 8 , 


* gu : T2 a 


. | 
which is properly an ornament or diſgrace to 
us. By doing our duty, we may adorn the + 
ore} ; by tranſgreſſing it, we may diſgrace the 
higheſt.” And this ſurely ſhould be a great 
encouragement to. ſervants to be active, and 
diligent, and faithful, in the diſcharge of their 
duty; as well as a great comfort to them, when 
they conſider that they are thereby adorning 
the religion in which that duty is taught; that 
they bring credit, not to themſelves only, but 
to their holy profeſſion likewiſe ; that by ſerv- 
ing their earthly maſters faithfully, they are 
doing an acceptable ſervice to their maſter in 
heaven ; that by promoting the 1ntereſt of one, 
they are ſerving the cauſe of the other. Think, 
therefore, my good children, how much de- 
pends on your behaviour, and what you have 
to anſwer for, when you go into ſervice ;. not 
only your own credit and reputation, but alſo 
that of the religion you have been brought up, 
and ſo carefully inſtructed, in—which you 
will either recommend and promote by your 
good example, or diſgrace and diſparage 
by your bad one. And be not aſhamed. of 
your condition, as if it were mean and diſ- 
graceful, There is nothing mean but vice and 
ſin; nothing ſhameful but wickedneſs and dif- 
obedience. A bad ſervant is indeed a ſcandal to 
lus profeſſion, and a peſt of ſociety : a good 
one is an ornament of the one, and a valuable 
member of the other. Look into your bible, 
and there you will ſee what is the true ornament 
of a Chriſtian ;—not outward ſhow and finery, 
>, Dan 


| „„ i. tk 
but that of © a meek and quiet ſpirit; which, 
we are told, © is in the fight of God of great 
price; and which is, in a peculiar manner, the 
diſtinguiſhing mark and character of a good 
fervant. Our bleſſed Maſter, who, though 
he was Lord of all, © took upon him the form 
of a ſervant,” that we might follow the example 
of his great humility, left this admirable leſſon 
to all his diſciples: © Learn of me,“ ſays he; 
« for I am meek and lowly in heart.“ Andif 
HE, though he was the Son of God, “learned, 
and practiſed, © obedience” to man; ſurely”! 
wwe are doubly bound to obey thoſe who are 
ſet over us, and to ſerve them truly and faith 
fully, as we are the ſervants of Chriſt. 
Before I have done, I muſt deſire your 
particular attention to the laſt words of the 
text“ ix all things; which imply, that o 
obedience to the commands of God, in white. 
ever ſtation we are, mult be general, and wt 
verſal. If we would adorn our profeſſion, ve 
muſt conform ourſelves to it in all things: our 
duale life and converſation muſt be“ fuch a. 
becometh the goſpel of Chriſt,” We mult: 
uſe our beſt endeavours to improve, and ex- 
cel, in every part of our duty; that, as St. 
James expreſſes it, we © may be perfect and 
intire, wanting nothing.” For if we negle® 
any duty, or indulge ourſelves in the practice 
of any vice or ſin, we are a diſgrace to o 
holy religion, and deſerve not the name 
Chriſtians. God, of his infinite -mercy and 
goodneſs, has indeed offered © ſalvation unte 
all men” through Chriſt Jeſus ; but it * 


I. 


hereafter come again to judge it; to call every 


to reward or puniſh us according to our deeds. 
And God grant: that this conſideration may 
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this expreſs condition, that © denying, or re- 
nouncing, all “ ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, 
we ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly, 
in this preſent world; or, in the words of the 
text, that we ſhould © adorn the doctrine of 
God our Saviour in all things; — always re- 
membering, that the ſame divine Perſon who 
once came from heaven to ſaue the world, will 


one of us to account for our behavigur, and 


have its due weight and influence on us all! 
that in whatever ſtation of life his providence 
ſhall place us, we may do the duties of that 
ſtation faithfully. and conſcientiouſly ; not 
murmuring or repining, but content and thank- 

ful to the Giver of all goodneſs ; — keeping 
conſtantly in view © the end of our faith,” and 


obedience z © even the SALVATION OF OUR 
SOULS,” | | | 
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1 T1MoTHY 4; * 
Godlineſs with contentment is great gain. % 
4 E deſire of gain is common to moſt 
people; and if properly directed, and 
kept within due bounds, it ſerves as a ſpur to 
nduſtry, and ought not. to be diſcouraged. 
but, let me afk, What is gain? and how is it 
to 
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to be acquired? Does it conſiſt merely in 
wealth, and what are called the good things of 
this life? No; theſe are but a ſmall portion of 


it; of inferior value, and of very uncertain te- 


nure; and ſhould therefore be but the ſecondary 


objects of our purſuit. In order to judge 
rightly, and act properly, in this buſineſs, let us 


conſult the word of God. © Wispom,” fays 
Solomon (by which he always means religion, 


or godlineſs) © is the principal thing, there- 
fore GET WISDOM ' and with all thy getting cr 


UNDERSTANDING.” And the apoſtle, in the 


text, tells us, that © godlineſs with content- 


ment is great gain.” Without it, all the 


riches in the world could give us no real com- 
fort or happineſs ; and with it, we cannot fall 


to be happy even in the loweſt and pooreſt 


condition. The merchandile of it is better 
than the merchandiſe of ſilver, and the gain 
thereof than fine gold.” It is a © pearl of 


great price; a treaſure of ineſtimable value; 
which we may all obtain if we pleaſe. We 


cannot all be rich, or great: but we may all be 


godly : we may all be contented. ———lk 


us conſider the text a little more particularly: 
it will afford us much matter of uſeful in- 
Son: „ 
The word © godlineſs,” ſignifies properly the 
fame as piety, or a right diſpoſition of the 
heart towards God. But we may look upon 
it here as including the whole of our duty; 
which indeed naturally flows from a truly p10 


heart. For whoever ſincerely loves 8 
he | f 0 
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love his brother alſo; and will endeavour to 
ſerve and pleaſe God by a general obedience 
to all his commandments. Now one great part 
of our duty is contentment; ſo that there can 
be no true godlineſs without it. The apoſtle 
therefore joins them together, and recommerids 
them under the notion of great gain,” or profit: 
as he ſays in another part of the ſame epiſtle, 
that © godlineſs is profitable unto all things — 
it is the greateſt gain we can be poſſeſſed of 
<« having” (as he goes on to inform us) © pro- 
miſe of the life that now is, and of that which 
is to come.” The advantages attending it in 
this life are many and great, Generally, health 
of body ; and always, peace of mind. A good 
name, which, Solomon ſays, © 1s rather to be 
choſen than great riches ;”” and oftentimes a 
good ſhare of wealth beſides. And in the 
next life the gain is certain, and unſpeakably 
great. To him that ſoweth righteouſneſs 
ſhall be a SURE REWARD.” | 
Again : as godlineſs, in general, is repre- 
ſented by the apoſtle as fo gainful and benefi- 
cial to us; ſo that particular part of it, “ con- 
tentment,” as he plainly intimates, contributes 
not a little to the profit attending it. A 
good man” (who muſt be a contented man) 
«15 ſatisfied from himſelf.” He has a ſource 
of comfort within him, independent of fortune, 
and of all outward accidents or circumſtances, 
that never fails him. His wants are few, and 
WH ficy are eaſily ſupplied. His deſires are mo- 
derate, and they are ſoon ſatisfied. He wiſely + 
| i conſiders 
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conſiders, that as he * brought nothing into thi 
world, it is certain he can carry nothing out,” 
e Having and raiment,” he is therewith 


« content ;” thankful, and happy. A ſtrange 


to the cares of covetoufneſs, the pangs of am. 


bition, and the tortures of ENVY 3 he enjoys 
what he has, nor is eagerly ſolicitous for more 
Ever trufting in the gracious providence and 
love of Him, who has promifed that he wil 


never leave, or forſake, his faithful ſervants. - 


Tou fee, then, what is the true intereſt of 
man; the © GREAT Gain,” which he ought 
always to have in view, and to purſue with his 


utmoſt care and diligence. ' You may obſerve, 
too, how St. Paul, in imitation of his bleſſed 


Mafter, takes every opportunity of pointing 
it out to us, and of exhorting us to “ follow 


after godlineſs; and, after his own example, 
ce in whatſoever ſtate we are, therewith to be 
content.” But you are not to ſuppoſe that | 


either our Saviour, or his apoſtle, forbids a 


moderate attention to what we call our world) 


intereſt, or a well-regulated purſuit of «world 
gain. © Seek ye frſ# the kingdom of God and 


his righteouſneſs,” plainly directs us to make | 
religion, and the bleſſings of heaven, our prin- 


cipal care and concern ; but as plainly allows 
us, in a ſecond and ſubordinate view, to attend 


to the good things of 7bis life. Labour and 


induſtry in our worldly callings are not only 
permitted, but enjoined, us. He that neglects 


to © provide for his own houſehold” or family, 


is, in St. Paul's judgment, © worſe than an 
| infidel.” 


| 5 7 | 1 
infidel.” We are 6 to \be © — 
food and raiment; that is, with the bare ne- 
ceſſaries of life : but we are not forbid to uſe 
our honeft endeavours to obtain the comforts 
and conveniences of it. In a word, we are 
allowed to ue this world, and the good things 
of it, ſo as we do not abuſe them: remember- 
ing always, that our true and laſting treaſure is 
in heaven. And- where our treafure is, there 
may our hearts be allo ! F 
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REVELATION xxi — pay 


Art LIARS ſhall have their part in the lake 
which burneth with fire and an, ; which 
is the ſecond death. 


VERY fin is an offence 1 God, 7 
and expoſes the finner to his, anger and 
puniſhment. But there are ſome ſins particu- 
larly hateful to him, and which will be puniſh- 
ed by him with more than ordinary ſeverity. 
Of this fort is lying. It is a fin above all 
others vile and abominable, as it proceeds from 
a moſt wicked and corrupt heart, and 1s in a 
particular manner the work of the Devil, who 
s called © a liar, and the father of lies.” And 
xcordingly we find it in ſcripture ſpoken of 
in the ſtrongeſt terms of deteſtation ; and 
all lars ranked with the very worſt ſort of 
4 ſinners, 


ä * oy _ - F * * JT IO 
r re r 
„ A ES . - r , 
1 
* . a &7 * 


7 1 
r PP e 
ö EY g . IO NN IS. 
- * F 5 


Err —:. — leo ries z 


— 4s, 15 


— „ 1 R N : 
Fenn Py DOE A SIGIR | E 
4 A — — INE * 


: * PSY os © a. ha 5 p * =, * 
. 8 e e IO 
X F ©Y 7 n Low - * 8 5 PII 7 
> 8 # 4. 4 Þ "3. 
>. $ 3 2 


* . ; o "a WE : © 5% 
3 8 : 2 
- * : 
% 2 . 1 * 
* | . « 
F ” *. * ; 
l \ KY 2 
4 N 5. 5 
N # ö * 5 


 Gnners, and ſubjected to the ſevereſt ” 


and vengeance of God.—* Lying lips,” fays 


Solomon, © are abomination to the Lord” 
And in the text, you may obſerve, liars are 
Joined with © murderers, and whoremongers 


and ſorcerers, and idolaters; and are doomed 
to partake of their puniſhment in the world 
to come. And again, in .the ſame chapter, 
ver. 27, it is written; - © There ſhall in no wiſe 
enter into it (that is, into heaven) & any thing 


that defileth, neither whatſoever worketh abo- 


mination, or MAKETH A LIE.” And again, 
Ch. xxii. 15, © Without,” (that is, in hell 
ce are: dogs; and ſorcerers, and whoremongers, 
and murderers, and idolaters, and whoſeever! 
loveth and maketh a lie.” Tt is obſervable 


that liars and murderers are here put toge- 
ther, foraſmuch as lying and murder are 
two of the moſt heinous fins, and as they 
both proceed from the devil, and make men 


reſemble him, more perhaps than any other 
ſins whatever. For the devil (as our Saviour 
tells us) « was a murderer from the begin- 


ning, as well as „a liar;” as he by bs 


lies cauſed our firſt parents to commit that 
fin, which brought death upon them and 
their poſterity. So that as he was the father 


of lies, he was, properly ſpeaking, the au- 


thor of death, or the murderer of mankind. 
And whoever follows him in his wicked prac- 
tices, and particularly in this worſt of wickec 
neſs, lying; will moſt aſſuredly ſhare wi 

him in his puniſhment, and will * 
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day of judgment; © Depart from me, ye Curſed, 
into everlaſting fire, prepared for the devil 
and his angels — which is what is called in 
the text, © the ſecond death”—and is always 
ſpoken of in ſcripture as a: ſtate of continual 
torment, and of extreme and endleſs miſery. 
But it is not in the next world only that 
lars are puniſhed. _ They commonly, if not 
always, ſuffer ſeverely in this. Lying is above 
all other fins hateful to man, as well as to 
God. Other offenders often. meet with pity, 


nd ſometimes with favour, more than th 
Wickrve. But liars are hated by every body 
"Wh vithout diſtinction, and ſhunned as the vileſt 
ot wretches, and the peſts of ſociety. Hear 
"Whit the Pſalmiſt ſays of them. © I hate and 
abhor lying. He that worketh deceit, ſhall 
"Wo: dwell within my houſe : he that telleth 
; lies, ſhall not tarry in my ſight.” And the 


reaſon of it is plain. For lying ſhews a moſt 
wicked and depraved heart, a mean and baſe 
prit, a diſpoſition to all manner of fraud 


gad iiquity.—Other ſinners may have ſome 
"Woo! qualities to recommend them: a hat- 
1 13 none. Againſt other bad perſons We may 


de upon our guard: but one is never ſafe 
th. a liar, His © throat is an open ſepul- 
ue: the poiſon of aſps is under his lips. 
and he ſpreads his poiſon far and wide, 
herever he goes. His delight is to do 
muchiet, to deſtroy characters, and to breed 
warrels and diſſenſions. No wonder then 
ut lo baſe and wicked a creature ſhould 
E be 
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' be: deſpiſed and abhorred by every body; and 
the greateſt mark of infamy and reproach 


(God forbid you ſhould ever know) what 


- he: ſpeaks truth: deſpiſed, ſcorned, hated, by 


man truth with his neighbour”—that is, with 


never to lay your own fault upon another 


8 — . 
— n 3 I OE 
ch OATS Ke a " " \ 
p So... 6's 9 - Pq 2 
4 . * 8 27% 


* SS 
N 
* 


* 


that the name of lar ſhould be reckoned 


And now, my good children, ' think only 


a life a liar muſt lead, and what he mult 
feel— miſtruſted ; never believed, not even if 


all mankind. Always in danger, always in 
fear, of being found out, and meeting with 
the due reward of his wickedneſs. No friend 
to help or comfort him in his diſtreſs; and 
the pangs of a guilty conſcience continually vhe 
tormenting him— till at laſt death delivers WM natu 
him over to the heavieſt and ſevereſt puniſh» WM acco 
ments of the world to come. © et 

« Wherefore,” to uſe the words of the I dece 


Apoſtle, © putting away lying, ſpeak every What 
every body—for we are all neighbours, in the Pfalr 
ſcripture language, and al} of us & memben ¶ theſe 


one of another.” Speak the truth at al be ta 


times, without any mixture of deceit or re- our ; 
ferve. If you have committed a fault a 
any time, don't conceal or deny it; becaule 
that is committing a ſtill greater, and adding 
fin to ſin. But own it; acknowledge it; 
aſk pardon for it; and reſolve never to do 
ſo again. This is the ſure way, and tis 
only. way, to be forgiven, both by God and 
man. And I charge you, above all thing 


lie 
and 


who is innocent; for that is a double 
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ud a great injury, added to lying. But then 


take notice, on the other hand, that you 

muſt not tell a he to ſcreen any body that 

is in fault, or to fave him from puniſh- 

ment — for this is a falſe good- nature; and 

lying is always a fault, and a ſin, whatever 

may be the end propoſed by it. In this, 

as in every other caſe, there is one ſure rule 

to go by; we muſt not «do evil, that good 

may come.” We muft not endeavour to. 

ſcreen, or ſerve, any body at the expence of 
Laſtly; every kind of deceit whatſoever, 

whether by word or action, partakes of the 

nature and guilt of Iying, and will be puniſhed - 

accordingly. As murderers and liars are join- 

ed together in ſcripture, ſo are bloody and. 

deceitful men. © Thou ſhalt deſtroy them 

that ſpeak leafing” (that is, liars) © the Lord 

will abhor the. bloody and deceitful man,” 

Palm v. 6—and again, Iv. 23.—But while 

theſe, and all other wicked perſons, © ſhall 

be turned into hell;“ let us remember, for 

our comfort, that whoſoever. © walketh up- 

nghtly,” or. lives a good and honeſt Ut; 

and ſpeaketh the truth. from his heart; that 

backbiteth not with his tongue, nor doeth 

evil to his neighbour; he © ſhall abide . 

in the tabernacle of the Lord, and dwell in 

ms holy hill,“ that is, in heaven, for ever 

and ever. 5 OE 4 #7 i 
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3 Exoßbus xxiii. 2- former A 
Typo ſhalt not follow a multitude to do evil, 


EWARE OF BA  EXAMPLES.—Y ou are 
now young; and, 1 truſt, as to any 


great offences, innocent. But you will ſoon 
enter into a wicked world, where you will 
meet with a multitude of evil-doers: Who, 


not content with being wicked themſelves, wil 


endeavour to draw in others, to be their com-. 


panions in fin. They will take advantage of 
your ignorance and .inexperience ; will lau h 
at you, perhaps, for being good and virtuous; 


and uſe all their arts and perſuaſions to make 
you as bad as themſelves. Therefore, I lay 
unto you again, BEWARE. In your bible you | 


will find many earneſt and powerful warnings 
to this purpoſe. Let me beg of you to give 


them the attention they deſerve, and to trea- 


ſure them up in your minds. My ſon,” fays 
Solomon, © if ſinners entice thee, conſent thou 


not. Enter not into the path of the wicked, 
and go not in the way of evil men. Avoid It 
paſs not by it; turn from it, and paſs away. 


For © the words of the wicked are to lie in watt 
for blood; and their “ counſels are deceit. 


80 again, in the New Teſtament—*< Be not de- 


ceived,” ſays St. Paul: * evil communications 
corrupt good manners.” And St. Peter:“ Beware 
left ye alſo, being led away with the error of 


the wicked, fall from your own ſtedfaſtneſs. 


To anſwer the gracious end and deſign of 
God in theſe cautions and admonitions, as 


OUT 


: Y ; * 
* x — 


l ” en 7 4 IN * * 2 
„ i 8 Oe rr 
* 9 g 5 2 n W 2 K 21 
N 4 N = bo CERT Y Ws ”'Y 


. 5 2 7 
4 8 


2 2 12. a Fa 
WE, . . —D 
vi , 25 22 

+ FRE 
8 

. * 7 
« 4 © 

+ ws 


; o 
N 5 $5.4 

a $5 — 4 "2+" 

; ' þ 3 

5 k . — 
2 4 . ke 

( * * 

: , ; : 2 15 


E in 


our firſt view and purpoſe in ſetting up theſe _ 
Sunday-ſchools. It was to Keep you out of 
bad ways, and from following bad examples; 
as our next was, to train you up in the right 
way, in the paths of religion and virtue. And 

as there is no day when more bad exam 
ples are to be found, and more evil going 
forward, than on Sunday; perhaps none, 
that is ſpent ſo idly and ſhamefully by the 
wicked; we thought it the firſt ſtep to be taken, 

to bring you, on that ſacred day, into this 
place of inſtruction, and to ſee you go re- 
gularly to church - to ſee you © go with the 
multitude,” not of evil-doers, but of ſuch 

as the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks of, who go © to the 
| houſe of God, with the voice of joy and praiſe, 

to keep his day_holy. So fer we have the 
pleaſure to think we have done our duty, _ 
and you your's. But it will ſignify little, hae 
you ſpend Sunday well, unleſs you ſpend - | | 
the whole week well likewiſe. The good - _ 
inſtructions you receive on this day are de. 
liened to regulate your conduct every day * + 


for every day in the week has its proper 
buſineſs and employment belonging to it, 1 
as well as Sunday. Six days ſhalt tho! 
- W b-ur, and do all thy work”—which it is. {- 
ss much your duty to do, faithfully and dili- '1 
e endiy, as it is to keep holy the ſeventh. And 4 
ss you are commanded, on all days alike, to | | 
Co what is right and good, fo are you forbid = 


to do what is wrong and evil. The warn- 
as ng, or prohibition, in the text belongs to 
x WW” day; to every hour and minute of 
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and uſe all your care and watch 
ſame purpoſe. Avoid all bad people as much 
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RT For there is NN and ever will 
be, a multitude of evil-doers; and we are 


always in danger of. being led away by them, 
You muſt therefore be always upon your guard, 
© Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temp 
tation.” When you ſay the Lord's prayer, in 


particular (which I hope you do, ſeriouſly and 
devoutly, every day of your lives) you ſhould 
earneſtly beſeech God to * deliver you from 


evil; that is, not only from the devil, whois 


called the evil-one, as he is the author and pro- 


moter of all wickedneſs; but alſo from evil men, 
who are his children and inſtruments ; that you 
may not follow, or be led aſtray by, them. And 


to your prayers you muſt in this, as in every 


other caſe, join your own wi W 
ulneſs, for the 


as you can. If they follow you, turn away: buy 


them as you would a plague or peftilence, 


cc Have no fellowſhip with the unfruitful works 


of darkneſs; that is, with the workers of wick- 


edneſs. Have no familiarity, no intimacy, . 
them. If you have, depend on it you vil 
catch their wicked ways, and be ruined. It was 
a wiſe and noble reſolution of David, that he 
e would not know a wicked perſon,” The 
meaning is, that he would ſhew them n0 
countenance or favour; would not ſuffer ſuch 
to “ dwell within his houſe,” or even 10 
«tarry in his ſight.” —My good children 
as you advance in life, you muſt expect to 


meet with many wicked prion > ut * 
70 


Px Ms ddr 2 9 * PF ˙²˙mÄ WO OO EE IE * * 4 
; R Ro Sa i i at at N * * ONE IV 
CG, Me K L PS: > 8 k 4 "7 L TIT 0 5 n 33 dP e 5 
2 8 LR S 7 EF: \ 5 * 2 4 - 
LY WT de e ; 2 = n EFF *- 
* . OE = * * F. 
1 1 — 1 % 
5 

1 z 


you know them to be fo, have nothing t | 
ſay, or to do with them; kit you add to 

the multitude of evil-doers. You are warned 

of your danger betimes. Thank God that you 

are ſo, and make a right uſe of the warning. 
Believe me, it will be no excuſe for you in the 
day of judgment, to ſay that the number of 
finners was great, and that you did only as 
others did. Remember, the text is plain 

and poſitive ; no words can be plainer— 

« Thou ſhalt not follow a multitude to do 
evil.” The number of ſinners can never alter | 
the nature of ſin, or ſcreen the ſinner from : 
the wrath and puniſhment of God. As, on 
the contrary, the way of holineſs will no leſs 
ſurely lead to his favour, and to eternal 
happineſs, however © few there may be that 

find it.” Be ye therefore followers of them, 
who thro' faith, and well-doing, ſhall “ in- 
herit the promiſes:”” knowing, that who- 
ever you follow in this world, the ſame you 


muſt follow into the world to come: either 


. the wicked © into everlaſting puniſhment ;”* 
or © the righteous into life eternal. | 
| — — N — — — — — : 
; SERMON XXI. 

- Hamas xi. 16. 

0 % good, and to communicate, forget not: 

ch 5 for with ſuch ſacrifices God is well pleaſed. 

(0 MON G the Jews, facrifices made a 
WH great part of their religious worſhip. 

o God Almighty ordained them for wiſe and 

5 290d purpoſes; partly, as a token of their 


E 4 ſubjection 
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fubjection and obligation to Him, as their 
preme Lord and law-giver; but (as it is 


ſu 
generally ſuppoſed) principally, to lead their 
thoughts, and direct their faith, towards the 


great ſacrifice, that was one day to be offered 


for all mankind. Since the offering of this 
all- ſufficient ſacrifice of Chriſt on the croſs, 
others have entirely ceaſed : except only the 
figurative ſacrifice of an holy and good life, 


which was always, and ever will be, of high 


value in the fight of God. Even under the 
law, he declared that © obedience was bet- 
ter than ſacrifice ;” 


« mercy,” and the knowledge of God (that 


is, the practical knowledge of him; or obe- 
-offer- F 
ings.” Under the Goſpel, as I ſaid, this 


dience to his will) © more than burnt 


is the only facrifice required: and it is ab- 
ſolutely and indiſpenſably required; both as 


an evidence of our gratitude to God, and 


as the condition of our reaping the benefit 
of the ſacrifice of our bleſſed Redeemer. J 


beſeech you therefore, brethren” (ſays St. 


Paul) © by the mercies of God, that ye pre- 
ſent your bodies a living facrifice, holy, ac- 
ceptable unto God, which is your reaſonable 
ſervice.” And in like manner, in the text; 
© To do good, and to communicate, forget 
not: 
pleaſed.” . : 
But you will ſay perhaps, How does this 
precept concern you ?— how can you do 

in your /oWw ſtation of life? or what have 
you to ſpare to give to others, who _ 


and that he | defired © 


for with ſuch ſacrifices God is well 
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fo little of your own, and are obliged to work 
for your daily bread ?—l hope to ſhew you 
very plainly, that you have it in your power 
to do much good; and if you have, it cer- 
tainly is your duty to do it. I hope too ta 
convince you, that you may have apportuni- 
ties of communicating, or parting with, ſome- 
thing to others more needy than yourſelves, 
and when you have, you certainly ought ta 
lay hold on them. „ - 
In the firſt place, I would have: you ob- 
ſerve, that every good perſon, whatever his 
ſtation may be, is an uſeful member of ſo- 
ciety, and therefore does good to it. In the 
body of Chriſtians, as in the natural body, 
every member, from the higheſt to the loweſt, 
has his proper office aſſigned him : which if 
he fills, and diſcharges the duties of it, as he 
ought, he in fome ſort contributes to the 
good of the whole. Beſides, he does 
by his example. It is an old and a true 
remark, that example is more powerful than 
precept: ſo apt are we to catch the man- 
ners of thoſe we keep company with. As a 
wicked man has more to anſwer for than his 
own fins, by the influence of his bad example 
on others: ſo a good one has the pleaſure 
to reflect, that beſides his own virtues, he 
has been the happy inſtrument of raiſing, 
or forwarding, the like good ſeeds among 
his neighbours. There is a very ſtrong and 
beautiful expreſſion to this purpoſe in the 
piſtle to the Hebrews ; where the apoſtle 
5 5 exhorts 


the helpleſs; comfort the afflicted. Chil- 


ter, cheers the heart of a parent, and in tha 


and kindneſs to a brother, or ſiſter, of 


' life of our bleſſed Saviour was fo employed. 


*. 


| py 832 4. 
exhorts them to provoke. unto love, and to 
good works” —that is, to ſtir up, to excite, to 
cauſe a ſort of contention and emulation, one 
with another, in the diſcharge of kind and good 
offices. Thus much in general. | 

But to be more particular,—You may 
all of you do good to your parents, and 
other relations, by working for them, and 
being of ſervice to them in an hundred dif. 
ferent ways, too many to mention. in this 
place. You may, in like manner, do good 


to your friends and neighbours, in a variety 
of inſtances. You may attend the fick ; aſſit 


dren and young people, by their quickaek 
and activity, may often be of great uſe in 
helping thoſe that are older; and when they 
ſhew a ready diſpoſition to be fo, their fer- 
vices are doubly acceptable. The affeQion- 
ate and dutiful attention of a fon, or daugh- 


reſpect may be ſaid to do him good. Love 


neighbour, is always pleaſing, and is often 
of real benefit. In ſhort, if you are really 
inclined, and deſirous, to do good, you vil 


never want opportunities of doing it. The whole 


We are told, that he © went about doing 

good ;” and it is our duty, and ſhould be ow 

conſtant endeavour, to follow his example. 
The cther part of the direction in the 


text is, © not to torget to communicate — 
t 
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that is, to an to give, or pet; 
to others, ſomewhat of our own, which they 
may ſtand in need of. And this you may 


all do, more or lets, however ſmall your 


portion may be of this world's goods: for 
there are few ſo poor, but others are poorer. 
Nor will your gift, however ſlender, be with- 


out its value or reward. Remember, how 


highly the widow's two mites were prized 
by our Lord, as it was © all that ſhe had;” 


and therefore ſhe was conſidered by him 


as caſting in more than all the rich, who 


contributed only a ſmall portion out of their 


abundance. And remember what he ſays 


upon another occaſion: © Whoſoever ſhall 


give to drink unto one of theſe little ones, 
a cup of cold water only, in the name of 
a diſciple ; verily I ſay unto you, he ſhall . 


in no wiſe loſe his reward 


' SERMON XXII. 
P$aLM xXXXIx. I. 


I. aid, I will take beed to my ways, that. r. 
Jin not with my tongue. 


Truly wiſe faying, and pious reſolu- 
tion, which we ought all of us to 


follow. «Set a watch, O "Lord, before my 
mouth : keep the door of my lips % was 
David's prayer, and ſhould be our's. For 
28 © in many things we offend all ;” fo there 
I none, perhaps, in which we are ſo liable 
LS E 6 1 
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and apt to offend, as in our ſpeech, « or n 
our tongue. The offences of it are fo va- 
rious, and the opportunities of committing 
them ſo frequent, that it requires all * 
care and circumſpection ta guard againſt 
them. And happy the man who why ; far 
the command of himſelf as to keep clear of 
them. For © if any man offend not in word,“ 
ſays the apoftle, © the ſame is a perfect man, 
and able alſo to bridle the whole body.“ 
By the maſtery of his tongue, he ſhews that 
he can ſubdue all his irregular paſſions and 
appetites; and comes as near as may be to, 
the character of perfection, or to that of a 
good and compleat Chriſtian, + 
I ſhall point out to you the ſeveral dee 8 
offences, of the tongue: and may God gire 
you grace to avoid them! 0 
The firſt, and higheſt, of theſe is We 
and ſwearing; a ſin of the moſt heinous na- 
ture, for which there is not the leaſt ſhadow * . 
of excuſe. I really want words to deſcribe 
the exceſſive wickedneſs of it. It is ſetting _ 
the Almighty at defiance; daring his ven- 
geance; and offering him the groſſeſt in- 
ſult. It is, beſides, the greateſt breach of 
charity to our fellow-creatures. One would 
think it the fin of--4evils, rather than of 
men. The tongue of the ſwearer may be.. 
truly faid to be „ ſet on fire of hell.” 
Another offence of the mouth againſt God 
35 the uſing of his name careleſsly and inconſi- 
ander in common converſation. This is cer- 
| 8 tainly 
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tainly inconſiſtent with that reſpe&, and re- 
verence, which is due to him. Even to 
ſay, Good God! or Oh Lord! or any ſuch” 
expreſſion, is wrong and diſreſpectful. The: _ 
facred names of God, and of Chriſt, ſhould . 
never be uſed but in prayer, or on ſome 
very ſolemn occaſion. e 3 

The next ſin of the tongue I ſhall men- 
tion is that of flandering, or abuſing, our 
neighbour. And, however common the prac- 
tice, it is always ſpoken of in -ſcripture as 
a fin of the deepeſt dye. Whiſperers, and 
backbiters, are placed by St. Paul among 
the very worſt of ſinners “ haters of God,” 
as well as injurious to men. And in ano- 
ther black catalogue of wicked perſons, he 
ſays expreſsly, that © revilers” hall not in- 
herit the kingdom of God.” Slandering, 
or ſpreading: falſe reports of another, is the 
worſt fort of that abominable fin of lying; 
which having treated of in a diſcourſe by + 
itfelf, I ſhall ſay nothing more of it at pre- 
ſent: but ſhall rather caution you againſt that 
kind of. evil-ſpeaking, which tho? perhaps it 
keeps within the bounds of truth, is ſtill 
hurtful to our neighbour, and therefore con- : 
demned in ſcripture, as a breach of our 
duty to him. Under this head is included 
all uncharitable and cenſorious diſcourſe— 
whatever tends to' hurt another's reputation, 
or to give him uneaſineſs. Accordingly, St. 
Paul charges Titus to admoniſh his diſci- 
Ples, “ to ſpeak evil of no man — and again; 

5 | | | a cc to 
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«to be no en ebe that "Y to. WY no 
angry, or quarrelſome, language — Which f is 
another offence of the tongue; contrary to 
all the rules of good manners; deftruQtive | 
of peace, and good neighbourhood and di- 
rectly oppoſite to the ſpirit, and precepts, 
of our holy religion; which requires us to 
be „ gentle, meek, and courteous.” And 
here let me particularly warn you againſt al! 
rude and rat. ee, language to your ſu- 
periors; eſpecially to your parents, and to 
your maſters and miſtreſſes. They are in- 
titled not barely to civility, but to your 
dutiful ſubmiſſion, and reſpect. T charge you 
never to give them a pert or ſaucy anſwer; 
never to ſhew any reſentment at what they ſay 
to you; but to receive their orders, and take 
their reproofs, ſilently and quietly ; as becomes 
good children and ſervants : always remember- 
ing, that if you' offend againſt your parents, or 
maſters, on earth, you offend at the ſame time 
_ againſt your father, and maſter, who is in heaven. 
Another ſin of the tongue is lewd or in- 
decent diſcourſe ; what the apoſtle calls 
e filthy communication,” Let no ſuch ever 
come out of your mouth: and if others uſe 
it, turn away from them; for they are moſt 
dangerous companions. It is a very great 
ſin, and of the worſt conſequence ; proceed- 
ing from a corrupt and wicked heart, and lead- 
ing to every thing that is ſhameful and abomi- 
nable: to what * ought not to be named, 
much leſs practiſed, among Chriſtians. 
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The laſt offence I ſhall mention is that of 
vain, idle, or fooliſh talking ; which, -we are 
told, is “ not convenient, that is, unbeco- 


ming, unſuitable to the character of a Chriſ- 


tian. It is certainly a leſs fault than the 
others I have mentioned. But then obſerve; 
that, as little faults - lead to great ones, fo 


| much fooliſh diſcourſe generally ends in what 


is wicked and criminal. It is, at beſt, a 
great waſte of time, and hindrance of bu- 
fineſs : according to a vulgar but true ſay- 
ing, that great talkers are little doers. And 
Solomon tells us, that «© in the multitude 
of words there wanteth not fin.” But what 


I wiſh you chiefly to attend to, and often 


ſeriouſly to think of, is that awful declara- 
tion of our bleſſed” Saviour, with which I 


| ſhall conclude. © 1 fay unto you, that every idle 


word that men ſpeak, they thall give account 


thereof in the day of judgment For by thy E. 


words thou ſhalt be juſtified; and by thy 
words thou ſhalt be condemned.” 5 


* 


SERMON XXIII. 
PSALM cxix. 6. 2] 
Then ſpall I not be aſhamed, when I have reſpect 
unto all thy commandments. 3 
82 is the natural conſequence of ſin. 
So it was with our firſt parents. While 
they were innocent, we read that they © were 
not aſhamed ;” but no ſooner had they diſ- 
| obeyed 
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| obeyed the divine command, than ſhame and 
_ confuſion followed. They were © afraid,” and 
hid themſelves. Now ſhame is always ac- 
companied with pain and uneaſineſs. And it 
is wiſely ſo ordered by our good and gracious 


Creator, in order to keep us from ſinning: 
that as we all wiſh to avoid pain, we ſhould 


avoid ſhame which is the cauſe of it; and re- 


frain from fin, as'it is the cauſe of ſhame. Do 


you then deſire not to be aſhamed? Follow. 


the advice of the holy Pſalmiſt—Do your duty 
—obey God in all things—and * then,” you 
may ſay in the words of the-text, © I ſhall not 
be aſhamed, when l have reſpect unto all thy 


commandments.” 


My firſt advice to you therefore is, © that ye 


ſin not” - that you do nothing to be aſhamed of; 


for there is nothing we ought to be aſhamed 
of but ſin. However, ſince, notwithſtanding 


all your care and endeavours, you will ſome- 
times fail in your duty; my next advice 15, 


that whenever you do offend, you take ſhame. 


to yourſelves for ſo doing. For ſhame leads 
to ſorrow, and ſorrow (if it be ſincere) to 
amendment. There is a godly ſhame, as well 
as © a godly forrow” (as the apoſtle calls it), 
which © worketh repentance.” Be -aſhamed 


therefore of having done wrong; but never be 


aſhamed of owning it. If you confeſs your 
faults, with ſhame and concern, and with a 


firm reſolution of never committing the like 


again, they will be forgiven you. To be 
without thame, or without . for hon 
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fins, is a ſure ſign of a moſt depraved and 
hardened heart. One part of St. Paul's de- 
ſeription of the moſt, abandoned men is, that 
they glory © in their ſhame*”—or boaſt of thoſe 
fins which they ought to be aſnamed of. 
But there is a falſe and bad ſhame, too 
common among all, and eſpecially among 
| young people, which I muſt caution you 
againſt, as being deſtructive of all virtue and 
goodneſs. I mean, a ſhame of doing one's 
duty. Hear what our Saviour ſays of it. 
« Wholvever ſhall be aſhamed of me, and of 
my words, of him ſhall the Son of Man be 
aſhamed, when he ſhall come” to judgment. 
Think only what it is, to be aſhamed of 
Chriſt, and to have Chrift aſhamed of you. 
Surely you muſt be ſhocked at the thought of 
it, and tremble at thę conſequence : to hear | 
him fay, at that awful day, I know you not 


—depart from me.” — Now to be aſnamed of 
” the © words of Chriſt, is to be aſhamed of 
ne Wi living according to the laws and rules of his 
* goſpel; and this is, in fact, being aſhamed of 
I Chriſt himſelf. It is diſowning him for our 
19 Lord and Maſter. For it ſignifies nothing to 


5 acknowledge him with our mouths, if we deny _ 
1 him by our actions. © If a man love me, 


* es he, © he will keep my words:“ which no 
3 a one can do, who is aſhamed of them. This 
ke falſe ſhame is like that falſe fear, which is 
25 condemned and forbidden in ſcripture, as in- 
N onſiſtent with a religious and good life. 
ral The fear of man,” ſays Solomon, © bringeth 


| ſnare,” And God himſelf ſays, by the pro- 
- phet 


as bad as themſelves. But never, I charge 
you, be afraid of them, or of their revilings. 
Never be aſhamed of ſerving God, and doing 
your duty. Good men will love and eſteem 
you for it, and God will reward you. © Them 
that honour him,” he has declared that “ he 
will honour.” Though you may be deſpiſed 
and ſcoffed at on earth by the wicked and 
profane, you will be honoured in heaven be- 
fore men and angels, and receive © a crown of 
glory that fadeth not away.” This world 
is a ſtate of trial; and bad men are a trial to. 
the good. They are a ſnare to us in many 
reſpects; but in none perhaps more, than by 
endeavouring to give a wrong turn to thoſe 
principles of ſhame and fear, which our Maker 
has implanted in us for the wiſeſt and beſt 
purpoſes. A ſenſe of ſhame was deſigned to 
keep us from fin; or, if we have ſinned, to 
lead us to repentance. The fear of God was 
intended to keep us from offending him; t9 
make us © hate evil,” and © have reſpect unto 
all his commandments.” Quite contrary 0 
| theſe are the falſe ſhame and fear, which the, 
wicked wiſh, and endeavour, to inſtil into us: 
a ſhame of doing our duty, and a fear of being 
laughed at for it. But we may reſt aſſured, 


for our comfort, that God, who ſuffers ny 
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be thus tried, will carry us ſafe through the 
trial, if we pray to him for his grace and aſſiſt- 

ance, and join thereto our own hearty endea- 
yours. He has warned us of qur danger, and 
own us how to eſcape it. While we truſt 
in his power and goodneſs, and do our beſt to 
ſerve him in all holy and godly living, we have 
nothing to fear, and ean have nothing to be 
aſnamed of. Let us therefore, after the ex- 
ample of St. Paul, approve ourſelves in all 
things as the faithful ſervants of God ; © by 
honour, and diſhonour ; by evil report, and 
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* 


good report” — little ſolicitous about the treat- 
ment we meet with in this world; but & look- 
ing,” with faith and patience, © for the coming 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; who ſhall-* reward 
every man according to his works.“ i 
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To the PAR EN TS. 


EPHESIANS vi. 4. 


Bring them up in the nurture and admonition 

W „ 1-0 
HE great uſefulneſs and neceſſity of a 
virtuous and religious education (which | 
the apoſtle here enforces) are ſo very appa- 
rent, that I ſhould hope it were needleſs to ſay 
any thing to you in proof or confirmation of 
rt. But the misfortune is, that the plaineſt 
truths, though ever ſo important, are often 
Overlooked and diſregarded ; perhaps merely 


becauſe 


„ X 92 2 4 „ 
becauſe they are plain. Let me however in. 
treat you to conſider, ſeriouſly and frequently, 
how much it is both your duty and intereſt, to 
bring up your children in the ways of godli- 
neſs, virtue, and induſtry; and how- much 
your own happineſs, as well as their's, in this 
life, as well as in the next, will depend upon 
it. You ſeem indeed to be ſenſible. of this, 
{ by ſending your children to partake of the in. 
Y ſtructions of our ſchool: and ſo far you do well. 
F But alas! all we can do for them will ſignify * 


1 | little, unleſs you join your endeavours to our's 
} 


to © train them up,” and keep them, © in'the 
| way wherein they ſhould go;”” and above all 
Anleſs you confirm by your.example what they 
learn from our precepts. Children will imitate 
their parents; and if they ſee at home à practice 
and behaviour quite contrary to What they are 
_ taught at ſchool, our labour will be loſt, and 
19 our beſt advice thrown away upon them. For 
8. their ſakes, therefore, as well as for your own, 
let me beg of you to be particularly circumſpect 
: both in your words and actions: to refrain from 
i every vicious and bad courſe,” and to be pat- 
terns of whatever is good and praiſe-worthy. | 
[ Watch carefully over their behaviour; and 
1 when you ſee any thing wrong, check it im- 
mediately, that it may not grow into a bad 
habit. If at any time you ebſerve a diſpoſition 
| to lying, deceit, or thieving, reprove them 
ſharply; and if words will not do, you mult | 
have recourſe to the rod. But for leſſer faults 
and careleſſneſs, a gentle and mild reproof is to 
be preferred. Hear them ſometimes read _ 
| | 1 
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try, if poſſible, to make them remember what 
they read. Hear them ſay their prayers; and „ 
take care that they ſay them ſlowly, deliberate + 
ly, and devoutly : the Lord's prayer parti 
cularly ſo. And do not forget, I intreat you, 4 
to add your own prayers to their's, and to ours, 
that it would pleaſe God to proſper the work 4 
we are engaged in; to make your children * 
ood and uſeful members of ſociety; a bleſ- 1 
Fog and comfort to their parents and friends. _ 


* 
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SERMON XXI.. 
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lb, To the PARENTS, and others. 

TC i N | 

4 1 Con v. 8. 

ice Let us keep the feaſt. | 

1 Wl JT is much to be lamented, that the feſtivals, | 

70 of the church, which were deſigned to an- 

un, ſwer the beſt purpoſes, are by a ſad perverſion 

ect of them made to ſerve the worſt. Of theſe 

om there is none perhaps fo groſsly abuſed, or fo 

Mat- (candalouſly profaned, as that of Chriſtmas. A 

thy. beaſon wiſely ſet apart for the commemoration 

and of our bleſſed Lord's coming into the world, 

im- '2 rey the works of the Devil,” is by too 
bad many made the occaſion of promoting them: 

on and Crizrsr, the great pattern and preacher 

hem of holineſs, is thereby made © the miniſter of 

mut im,” What are cornmonly .cailed (and would 

wits, broperly be fo called, if rightly obſerved) the : 
ty 5 
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Lo 1 hey days, becbme, Fer an Gaines 


ful abuſe rather the molt wnboly of all the 
days in the year: being ſpent in ſloth and idle. 
neſs, in rioting and drunkenneſs, and in all 
manner of vice. and debauchery. When 
we are called upon more cularly to re- 
member: our Saviour, and 5 great 
love and mercy towards us, we ſeem moſt of 
all to forget him, and to forfeit all pretenſſons 
to his favour. When (as the apoſtle direct, 
and as our church teaches us to pray) we ſhould 
4 * put off the works of darkneſs,” ar ſin, we 
run into them © with gre&dineſs :** and when 
we ought, with peculiar care and zeal, to 
ce put n the Lord Jeſus: Chriſt” (that is, to 
adorn ourſelves with every Chriſtian grace and 
virtue) we may be ſaid to put him off, and 
by our conduct to renounce our holy profeſſion 
Inſtead of obſerving a Chriſtian feſtival, we 
ſeem to copy after the heatheniſh rites of the 
- antient Romans; who held a feaſt at the latter 
end of December, in which they were allowed, 
to commit all ſorts of exceſs and licentiouſneſs. 
They indeed had ignorance to plead, and in 
ſome ſenſe acted in character, as being followers 
of falſe gods, who were in fact the inſtruments 
of Satan, and conſequently the patrons of fin. 
But we, who worſhip the true God, know 
better, and are therefore without excuſe. We: 
know that by every fin we commit we © blaſ- 
pheme that worthy,” and holy, name by 
which we are called.” Better, I am ſure, far far 
better it would be, that there were no holydays 
at all, man that they ſhovld be kept in ſuch a 
» manner 
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of Chriſt altogether, than to pretend to remember 
it, and at the ſame time to act in direct oppo· 
ſition to: the end and deſign of it. St. Paul, 
warning the Epheſians againſt the diſorderly and 


* 


43 0 * 13 . | 5 » © s 
vicious people of lis days, ſays, © it: is a ſbame - 


even to ſpeak of thoſe things which are done 


of them in ſecret. Surely it is a greater ſhame 
to ſee and hear the things which are done and 
ſpoken by the rioters of our time openly, and in 
public ; and this at a ſeaſon ſet apart for the 
exerciſe of religion and good works. It is 
ſhocking—it is ſeandalous.— But let zs, my 
brethren, © keep the feaſt '(every-feſtival of 
our church in general, and this moſt ſacred 
one of Chriſtmas in particular) in a manner 
ſuitable to its nature and folemnity. Let us 
keep it, as the apoſtle directs, in © ſincerity 
and truth:“ that is, as an holy and religious 
feaſt, Beſides attending the public offices off 
the church, let us meditate in private on the 
great and undeſerved bleſſings as at this time 
derived from heaven, and conſider how we 
may make a right uſe of them, and a proper 
return for them. Let us employ our time, and 
our thoughts (a more delightful employment 
there cannot be) in contemplating the love of 
God in ſending; his only-begotten Son into the 
world, to live, and to die, for us: and the 
love of Chriſt in coming, and giving himſelf a 
ranſom, and ſacrifice, for us. Let us ſilently 
mire and adore, as well as celebrate in the 
Ongregation of the faithful, the exceeding 
iches and wonders of his love and goodneſs 
5 towards 
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redeemed of the Lord. Kind and 


his birth. 


ing, the cheerful meal, and friendly converſa- 


* the righteous” (2, more eſpecially) ic be glad 
merry and joyful.” And, believe me, none 


but the righteous can be truly ſo 
conclude: do your duty to God and man; 


AND AN HAPPY CHRISTMAS. :- 
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towards us. And let it be our peculiar ui 
at this time, as it ſhould. be our conſtant en 
deavour at all times, to live as becomes the 


offices to one another, always indeed ſeaſons 
able, are now more particularly fo.  « If:God 
ſo loyed us, we ought alſo to love one angs 
ther; and to ſhew our love by our actiom 
Our dear Redeemer, during his abode oi 
earth, © went about doing good.” Let u 
follow his example, while we comm 


But, you may fay perhaps, re are our hoh | 
days to be paſſed wholly in acts of piety and 
charity? Certainly, not. Some time may; 
and ought to, be allowed for the ſocial mert- 


tion. Chriſtmas is juſtly accounted a joyful 
feaſon, and ought to be kept as tuch. © Lt 


and rejoice before God: let them alſo be 
—To 


enjoy the company of your friends and neigh 
Þours ; eat and drink with ftrict temperance 
and ſobriety; and then you will not fail t« 
have, what I heartily wiſh you, A COMFORTABLE 
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